SPEECH  OF  MR.  THURSTON, 


IN 


DEFENCE  OF  HIS  CONSTITUENTS, 


AND  OF 


HIS  COURSE  TOUCHING  THE  OREGON  LAND  BILL. 


DELIVERED 

* 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  V.  S.,  DEC.  2G.  1650. 


Mr.  THURSTON  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  1  hold  in  rny  hand  a  memorial, 
signed  by  fifty-six  of  my  constituents,  and  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  title  to  all  lots  in  the  Oregon  City 
claim,  sold  or  donated  by  Dr.  John  McLaughlin, 
previous  to  September  19th,  1850,  may  be  con¬ 
firmed  to  the  purchasers  or  grantees.  The  memo¬ 
rial  purports  to  be  signed  by  the  inhahbyus  of 
“  Oregon  City  and  vicinity.”  I  am  pergb-ituu  y  ac¬ 
quainted  with  most  of  the  memorialists  feifid  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  say  here,  in  my  place,  that 
they  are  gentlemen  of  good  standing  in  society, 
and  entitled  to  receive  here,  as  they  do  receive  at 
home,  the  respect  and  confidence  of  community. 

I  must  be  permitted,  however,  to  except  from  this 
number  one  or  two  persons,  as  n»y  remarks  here¬ 
after  will  more  fully  show.  It  is  with  extreme 
pain  that  I  do  this;  and  I  do  not  now  say,  or  wish 
to  say  ,  anything  of  their  private  character,  which 
I  doubt  not  ib  fair;  but  it  has  been  forced  upon 
me  by  their  own  unprovoked  acts,  and  the  alter¬ 
native  is  before  me,  either  to  suffer  reproach  my¬ 
self,  and  allow  my  constituency  to  be  traduced  and 
slandered,  or  to  repel  the  attack  which  these  men 
have  insidiously  made.  It  is  no  query  with  me 
which  course  I  ought  to  take. 

It  seems  that  the  occasion  of  getting  up  this 
memorial  was  the  arrival  of  my  letter  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  House,  explaining  certain  features  of 
the  Oregon  land  bill,  among  others,  that  which  re¬ 
served  the  Oregon  City  claim,  and  confirmed  only 
those  lots  sold  or  donated  by  Dr.  McLaughlii 
prior  to  March  4th ,  1849.  It  appears  that  between 
that  date  and  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  my  letter, 
other  lots  had  been  sold  and  donated  by  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  under  the  double  assurance  given  by  him  and 
his  attorney,  Thornton,  that  the  Doctor  would 
get  a  title  to  the  whole  claim  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment;  and  if  not,  that  he  could  hold  it  by  virtue  of 
the  treaty  of  1846.  No  doubt  there  were  many 
innocent  lot-holders  of  lots  transferred  after  March 
4th,  1849;  and  seeing,  as  they  supposed ,  that  they 
would  lose  their  lots  by  the  reservation,  and  not 
knowing  that  the  land  bill  gave  power  to  the  Legis¬ 


lative  Assembly  to  confirm  the  title  to  lots  trans¬ 
ferred  after  this  time,  for  a  nominal  value,  and  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  bill  that  the  Assembly 
should  do  so,  if  the  holder  had  a  just  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  or  claim  it,  they  signed  this  memorial,  asking 
that  to  be  done  which  the  bill  gave  their  own  As¬ 
sembly  the  power  to  do.  This  was  all  very  well, 
and  was  an  act  which  the  memorialists  had  an  un¬ 
doubted  right  to  do,  and  which  it  gives  me  the 
;  greatest  pleasure  to  respect  accordingly.  And  1 
|  should  have  presented  this  memorial  with  the 
J  greatest  pleasure,  as  I  now  do,  for  reference  to  the 
i  appropriate  committee,  and  should  have  been 
|  proud  to  pay  to  the  memorialists  the  tribute  of  re- 
J  spect  to  which  they  are  eminently  entitled,  with- 
i  out  saying  more,  had  I  not  been  forced,  by  acts 
j  beyond  my  control,  and  out  of  respect  to  rnyself 
i  and  the  people  I  represent,  to  meet  in  the  threshold 
’  and  ward  off,  a  blow  which  has  been  aimed  alike 
|  at  themselves  and  at  me.  And  if,  in  doing  this,  I 
:  am  compelled  by  their  own  acts  to  handle  two  or 
three  of  mv  constituents  bv  name,  it  is  their  fault 

J 

and  not  mine. 

After  the  arrival  of  my  letter  in  Oregon,  above 
referred  to,  it  seems.it  was  published  in  the  Oregon 
September  12,  1850.  In  the  same  pa- 
was  a  scurrilous  letter  published,  over 
tlib -Signature  of  John  McLaughlin,  which  letter 
is  understood  to  have  been  written  by  one  J.  Q,uinn 
Thornton,  his  attorney,  in  which  I  and  the  people 
of  Oregon  are  alike  attacked  and  slandered.  The 
|  people  of  Oregon  are  charged  with  dishonesty, 

,  and  are  given  the  title  of  “  adders,”  and  compared 
to  the  viper  in  the  fable,  which,  being  taken  into 
;  the  bosom  of  a  generous  man,  when  in  a  helpless 
:  state,  and  warmed  into  life  and  strength,  bit  his 
benefactor  fox  recompense.  In  a  subsequent  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Spectator,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
I  at  Oregon  City,  where  this  memorial  originated, 
I  are  published,  with  this  memorial  at  length;  and 
,  o  make  the  matter  look  as  imposing  as  possible, 
|  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  it  are 
!  piraded  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  one  believe 
j  tie  signers  were  all  present  at  the  meeting  and 
there  signed  it,  and  that  they  constituted  only  u. 


/ 


2 


pari  of  the  meeting;  when  I’  have  the  best  of  au¬ 
thority  vibr  saying,  there  were  only  twenty-four 
men  in  attendance.  Let'  it  be  remembered,  that 
only  twenty-four  men  attended  the  meeting,  and 
then  I  will  quote  from  the  published  proceedings 
of  the  meeting,  to  show  the  eagerness  of  Thorn¬ 
ton  and  Wait  to  pass  some  resolutions  laudatory 
of  their  master,  to  get  a  chance  to  slander  the 
good  people  of  the  country.  The  published  pro¬ 
ceedings  say:  “  The  memorial  having  been  adopt¬ 
ed,  the  majority  of  those  present  signed’  it  and 
retired,”  (leaving,  of  course,  eleven  or  under.) 
“  After  which  A.  E.  W ait,  Esq.,  offered  the  follow- 
‘  ing  resolution,  which  he  discussed  some  twenty 
5  minutes,  when,  on  motion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
‘  meeting,  it  was  adopted: 

“  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  selection  of  the  Oregon 
City  claim  alone  for  reservation,  as  uncalled  for  by  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  Territory,  and 
as  invidious  and  unjust  to  Dr.  J.  McLaughlin.” 

“Judge  J.  GiuirSn  Thornton  offered  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution,  which  was  Adopted  after  he  had 
‘  made  a  short  speech,  showing  that  many  persons 
‘had  been  guilty  of  the  deepest  ingratitude  to- 
‘  wards  their  benefactor,  (McLaughlin,)  by  not 
‘  paying  their  debts,  and  secretly  signing  a  petition 
‘  to  take  away  his  property: 

<£  Resolved,  That  Dr.  John  McLaughlin  merits  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  multitudes  of  persons  in  Oregon,  fo£  the  timely  ami 
long-continued  assistance  rendered  by  him  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  this  Territory.  ” 

Now,  sir,  I  have  the  testimony  of  eye  witnesses 
that  not  bver  six  rnen  voted  for  these  resolutions, 
including  the  two  gallant  champions  of  British 
influence,  Wait  and  Thornton;  and  this  accounts 
for  the  reason  why  the  Secretary  of  the  meeting 
had  to  make  the  motion  to  adopt  one  of  them.  1 
will  return  to  this  point  by  and  by. 

Well,  sir,  if  all  this  had  transpired  at  home  and 
remained  there,  and  the  memorial  had  been  sent, 
it  would  have  saved  me  the  duty,  but  deprived  me 
of  the  pleasure  of  defending  my  constituents. 
This  memorial  reached  me  in  vacation:  but  on 
my  way  here,  I  found  these  numbers  of  the  Spec¬ 
tator  had  been  circulated  among  editors,  with 
solicitations  to  attack  me.  When  I  arrived  here, 

I  foujnd  the  same  papers  had  been  circulated 
among  members  of  Congress;  thus  adding  in¬ 
jury  to  insult,  by  first  attacking  me,  and  slander¬ 
ing  both  me  and  'my  people  at  home,  and  then 
circulating  that  slander  wholesale  abroad.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  had  been  written  to  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  a  scheme  laid,  at  least  in  the  imagination 
of  this  paltry  British  clique,  to  overthrow  me,  and 
to  reinstate  the  supremacy  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay- 
Company,  and  bring  Oregon  again  into  bondage. 
These  facts  make  this  memorial,  the 
of  that  meeting,  and  Dr.  McLaughlin’s 
part  of 'the  res  gestx,  and  force  themselves  i\p«n 
my  consideration  together. 

Who,  sir,  ever  heard  of  greater  arrogance,  im¬ 
pudence  even,  than  for  six  men  to  undertake  to 
define  the  sentiment  of  the  whole  people  of  Oregon 
touching  this  matter?  Why,  sir,  it  is  impudence 
as  glaring  as  that  of  the  Jew  who  approached  the 
stranger  and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  hire  some 
money  bad  enough  to  pay  him  ten  per  cent,  a 
month.  Mr.  Wait,  in  his  resolution,  thinks,  to  se¬ 
lect  the  Oregon  City  claim  alone,  is  uncalled  for,  in¬ 
vidious,  and  unjust  towards  Dr.  McLaughlin.  I 
suppose  we  may  infer  from  this,  that  if  the  city 
claim  and  others  had  been  reserved  together,  it 
■would  net  have  been  either  invidious  or  unjust, 
and  that  such  reservations  were  called  for.  Thi 
philosopher  thinks  to  do  one  thing  is  wrong,  bu 


to  do  two  or  more  of  the  same  kind  would  not  be. 
The  American  citizen  who  went  to  Oregon  under 
the  inducements  held  out  by  his  Government,  that 
he  should  receive  a  donation  ,  and  who  withstood  all 
the  hardships  of  the  journey,  and  the  privations 
and  wants  of  the  country,  has,  in  Mr.  Wait’s 
judgment,  no  more  claim  on  his  Government,  or 
right  to  expect  her  favors,  than  a  British  subject, 
who  never  was  invited  to  the  country,  who  is  the 
possessor  of  a  princely  fortune,  and  who  has 
striven  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  country 
and  to  procure  the  whole  of  it  for  the  British  mon¬ 
archy  ! !  Mr.  W ait  is  welcome  to  such  enlarged 
views — they  don’t  grow  in  Oregon.  Whether  its 
reservation  is  unjust  to  Dr.  McLaughlin,  and 
whether  the  people  of  Oregon  owe  a  debt  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  him  for  his  services  in  aiding  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  I  refer  to  the  petition  of  cit¬ 
izens  of  Oregon,  and  the  othe*  proofs  which  fol¬ 
low.  But  for  the  more  complete  refutation  of  the 
Wait  resolution,  1  cite  the  memorial  itself. 

[The  memorial  was  read.] 

What  is  the  prayer  of  the  memorial?  Not  that 
Dr.  McLaughlin  might  have  the  claim  confirmed 
to  him,  or  be  allowed  to  get  it,  but  simply  that  the 
lots  which  he  had  transferred,  up  to  a  certain 
time,  might  be  confirmed  to  the  meritorious  holder. 
This  is  it,  and  all  of  it;  for  there  is  not  a  man  on 
this  memorial  who,  if  you  except  Wait  and 
Thornton,  would  have  asked  that  the  title  to  all 
lots  sold  or  donated  after  Maxell  4th,  1849,  be 
confirmed,  if  they  had  known  there  had  been  con¬ 
veyances  made  by  stealth,  to  meet  the  contingency 
of  reservation,  and  that  the  holder  was  knowing 
to  the  fact.  It  was  to  meet  this  very  ambuscade 
that  I  had  the  bill  framed  as  I  did;  and  there  is 
many  an  upright  and  honest  man  on  this  memo¬ 
rial  who,  when  he  takes  time  to  consider,  will  see 
that  he)  puked  for  what  might  cover  every  lot  sur¬ 
veyed/  in  /he  claim.  For  if  the  prayer  of  the  me- 
moritt/1  siiould  be  granted  in  its  own  terms,  all  the 
Hudson ’s  Bay  Company  would  have  to  do,  would 
be  to  show  that  previous  to  September  19th,  1850, 
they  had  received  said  lots  by  sale  or  donation 
from  Dr.  McLaughlin;  and  this,  1  have  no  doubt, 
was  the  design  of  McLaughlin  and  Thornton,  be¬ 
cause  Thornton  informed  me  by  letter  accompa¬ 
nying  the  memorial,  that  this  meeting  was  held  in 
Oregon  City,  “  for  the  purpose  of  asking  Congress 
to  confirm  to  purchasers  all  titles  derived  from 
J)r.  McLaughlin,  ”  up  to  the  date  of  the  meeting. 
This  would  have  made  quick  work  of  it,  for  then 
the  Doctor  might  have  sold  the  whole  in  a  lump /to 
his  company,  and  the  law  would  have  made  it 
good.  If  the  memorialists  thought  the  claim  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Doctor,  why  did  they  not  pray 
for  it?  Mr.  Wait  must  either  acknowledge  that 
the  Reservation  of  the  claim  was  approved  by  the 
peqple  of  Oregon,  and  by  the  memorialists  them¬ 
selves,  or  that  the  memorialists  had  not  the  good¬ 
ness  of  heart  to  ask  for  justice.  They  prayed  for 
themselves,  but  not  for  the  Doctor.  The  truth  is, 
that  had  they  so  framed  the  memorial  as  to  ask  to 
fiave  the  claim  given  to  the  Doctor,  the  memorial 
rould,  probably,  have  come  here  with  only  the 
ames  of  the  six  men  who  passed  Wait  and 
"hornton’a  resolutions.  They  prayed  for  what 
he  bill  has  provided  for,  providing  all  titles  to  lots 
sold  after  that  time  ought  to  be  confirmed — that  is, 
if  the  holder  be  an  innocent  one,  and  without  ade¬ 
quate  remedy.  All  the  memorial  does  say  is,  that 
McLaughlin  held  this  claim  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  provisional  government;  that  the  me¬ 
morialists  had  ever  regarded  it  entitled  to  protection 
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IS  fully  as  other  claims,  by  the  laws  of  Congress,  i;  clearly  intimated,  comes  in  conflict  w  ith  such 
without  any  intimation  to  the  contrary  from  any  prostitutes  to  foreign  power  as  Wait  and  Thorn- 


pri 


powi 


official  source.  It  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  the  bill  ton,  my  way  is  clear,  and  I  shall  act  accordingly. 

it  form,”  because  1  But  I  wish  it  borne  in  mind,  that  the  memorialists 


should  not  be  passed  in  its  “present 
it  would  work  injury  to  lot  holders  &c.,  “  and  they  is  this  case,  save  the  two  I  have  mentioned,  signed 
Dray,  therefore,  that  the  title  to  all  lots  on  said  claim  r  this  memorial,  as  1  believe,  with  a  view  only, 
sole  or  donated  prior”  to  September  19th,  1850,  |j  of  asking  the  confirmation  of  the  lots  which  had 
“  may  be  confirmed  to  the  purchasers  or  grantees.  ”  been  innocently  purchased,  or  received  by  dona- 
Now  they  remonstrate  against  its  passage  in  its  tion,  up  to  the  date  of  the  memorial.  That  this  was 
*«  present  form,”  and  at  the  same  breath  pray  that  [:  my  design  and  intention  at  the  time,  the  following 
it  may  be  changed,  so  far,  and  so  far  only ,  as  to  '1  letter  will  show: 

confirm  the  title  to  certain  lots.  If  they  had  wanted  House  ok  Representatives, 

more,  they  could  just  as  well  have  asked  it.  as  to  Washington.  December  9,  1850. 

ask  what  they  did;  but  by  asking  onhi  that,  they  Sir:  Your  inquiries  of  this  morning  are  before  me.  My 
-  -  .  ■  -  ‘  !  recollection  is.  that  when  we  were  conferring  relative  to  the 


prayed,  negatively,  that  the  bill  might  not  be  so 
amended  as  to  allow  the  Doctor  to  get  the  claim. 
Mr.  Wait  signed  the  memorial  thus  asking  for 
what  his  own  resolution  condemned,  and  there  are 
other  names  on  the  memorial  who  had  previously 
prayed  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  might  not  get  the 
claim,  &c.  The  reason  of  Wait’s  blunder  is,  be¬ 
cause  he  could  not  see  his  own  inconsistency,  and 
because  the  memorial  was  the  wish  of  those  who 
signed  it  save  him,  and  because  his  resolution  was 
a  little  priming  to  a  gasconade  lie  was  anxious  to 
discharge  at  me.  I  have  no  desire  to  say  aught 


a  snappish  cur,  it  may  be  a  profitable  lesson  to 
Stick  him  when  he  jiites  your  heels. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  would  infer,  on  reading 
this  memorial,  though  the  memorialists  do  not  ask  it 
— dared  not  ask  it — that  they  were  surprised  that 
1  did  not  use  my  influence  to  have  this  claim  d.o- 


form  of  the  Oregon  land  bill,  (the  Committee  on  Territories 
having  instructed  me  to  draft  it.)  you  stated,  as  the  reason 
why  you  did  not  wish  the  bill  to  confirm  the  transfer  of  any 
lots  sold  or  donated  by  Dr.  McLaughlin,  after  the. >d  March, 
1819,  that  you  feared,  from  certain  information  in  your  pos¬ 
session.  if  such  transfers  were  confirmed  in  general  terms, 
up  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  whole  of  what  the  Doctor 
claimed  would  be  covered  by  fictitious  transfers  for  his  ben¬ 
efit.  Your  object  appeared  to  be  to  guard  against  this,  and 
at  the  same  time  give  your  Territorial  Assembly  the  power 
to  confirm  sales  for  nominal  sums  to  anr  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers.-  You  were  of  the  opinion  likewise,  thafit  would 
not  be  safe  or  proper  to  acknowledge,  in  any  manner,  Doc¬ 
tor  McLaughlin's  title  and  right  to  dispose  of  lots  or  land 
after  the  date  of  General  Lane?s  proclamation.  You  ex- 

"  your 
and  pre- 
them.j 

Your  object  was  manifestly  to  guard  the  interests  and  rights 
of  the  people  of  Oregon  city. 

*  Respectfully  vours, 

GRAHAM  N.  FITCH. 

Hon.  Samuel  R.  Thurston. 

1  wish  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  once  for  all,  to  defend 
the  reputation  of  my  constituents  from  a  charge 


mated  to  Dr.  McLaughlin.  They  profess  that  my  brought  against  them  by  Dr.  McLaughlin  in  his 
•  etter  to  this  Hou.se  was  the  first  intimation  they  ;  letter,  by  Thornton  in  his  jireface  to  his  reso- 
had  ever  had  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  was  not  to  <  lution,  by  Wait  and  Thornton,  by  procuring 
get  his  claim  by  donation,  or  the  same  way  that  those  resolutions  laudatory  of  Dr.  McLaughlin, 
American  citizens  .should  get  theirs.  Well,  sir,  fj  to  be  passed,  while  his  lips  were  yet  warm  with  the 
Oregon  City  is  the  seat  of  Government,  and  !  same  slander,  and  by  them  all  in  circulating  the 
here  sat  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  July,  1849,  ij  same  through  this  House  and  the  country;  which 
who  memorialized  you  as  to  these  lands.  In 
chat  memorial,  while  stating  their  desire  in  the 


oremises, 
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they  say,  “  Your  memorialists  deem 
t  entirely  unnecessary  to  inform  your  honorable 
body  that  every  American  citizen  in  Oregon,  who  : 


is,  that  they  refuse  to  pay  to  Dr.  McLaughlin 
their  honest  debts,  and  that  they  owe  him  grati¬ 
tude  which  they  refuse  to  pay. 

I  have  been  surprised,  during  the  past  year,  to 
find,  how  widely  it  is  circulated  in  the  United 


came  hither  from  ihe  States  previous  to  the  organi-  ;  States,  and  particularly  among  men  of  distinction 
zation  of  the  present  territorial  government,  and  and  influence,  that  this  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  my 
now  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  expects,”  j  people.  I  found  the  distinguished  Missourian, 


Ac.,  a  donation  of 'find;  and  again,  “and  if,  as  your 
memorialists  and  the  entire  people*  of  Oregon  be- 
ieve,  that  the  General  Government  is  in orallu 
bound,  if  not  so  by  express  contract,  growing  out  of 
their  own  acts  and  the  acts  of  her  people,  to  donate  Ij 

* n  f  b fn'P  almvp  til  P  jio-p*  n t" 


Colonel  Benton,  had  been  made  to  believe  that 
Dr.  McLaughlin  was  a  poor  man,  having  lost  his 
property  by  trusting  American  citizens  in  Oregon, 
who,  through  dishonesty,  had  refused  to  pay  him. 
To  one  who  knows  the  falsity  of  this  charge,  and 
to  eacti  American  ciiiien  here,  above  the  age  of  I;  who  had  been  laboring  for  the  past  year  to 
eighteen  years,”  &c.  This,  sir.  is  the  language  away  the  spot  from  the  fair  reputation  of 

of  Oregon ,  speakh%-  through  her  Assembly,  in  thA.Vp-y A- people,  which  the  hand  of  remorseless  slander 
same  city  where  this  memorial  was  got  up;  and  I '  had  made  upon  it,  this  fresh  charge,  circulated 
eave  it  to  you,  sir,  and  to  this  House,  whether  it  j  over  the  whole  country,  and  through  this  Hall, 
was  not  an  intimation,  that  so  far  as  Oregon  was  ij  and  indorsed  by  these  two  apostate  Americans, 
.oncerned,  she  did  not  consider  that  McLaughlin  Wait  and  Thornton,  brought  pain  and  indignation, 
was  entitled  to  his  claim  by  donation.  And  it  is  I  can  bear  to  be  slandered  myself,  because  I  am 
i  fact  cf  my  own  knowledge,  that  while  this  me-  my  own  keeper;  but  to  hear  that  people  slandered, 
rriorial  was  under  consideration,  the  words  actual  whose  rights  and  character  are  intrusted  to  me 
settler  were  striken  out  and  American  citizen  insert-  -j  to  defend,  is  an  unwelcome  sound  which  sinn¬ 
ed.  And  I  know,  too,  the  reason  which  actuated  i  monsall  my  spirits  and  manhood  to  action,  and  1 
some  members  at  the  time,  if  not  all  who  voted  in  here,  in  most  solemn  form,  pronounce  this  charge 
the  affirmative,  was,  the  desire  that  McLaughlin  to  be  utterly  false;  and  the  men  who  utter  it,  or 
might  not  get  this  claim.  Nearly  all  the  members  j|  who  indorse  it  when  uttered,  base  calumniators 
of  that  Assembly  knew  that  my  course  relative  to  ji  of  a  people,  “the  latchetsof  whose  shoes  thev  are 
it  would  be  what  it  has  been,  for  conversation  1  not  worthy  to  stoop  down  and  unloose.”  TheHud- 
was  had  between  them  and  me  upon  the  subject,  son’s  Bay  Company  and  Dr.  McLaughlin  have 
And  when  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Oregon,  thus  made  princely  fortunes  by  the  profits  of  trade1 
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with  the  people  of  Oregon;  and  I  will  here  take 
the  responsibility  to  say,  that  there  is  not  a  firm 
in  New  York,  or  any  Atlantic  city,  which,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  amount  of  business  transacted  with 
their  customers,  has  not  lost  more,  vastly  more, 
than  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  and  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin  have,  in  their  trade  with  American  citi¬ 
zens  in  Oregon.  The  people  of  Oregon  are  all 
able  to  pay,  and  there  are  good  laws  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  debts,  and  there  have  been,  for  the  last 
seven  years;  and  if  there  is  a  man  in  Oregon  owing 
the  Company  or  the  Doctor,  it  is  because  they  don’t 
choose  to  call  for  their  pay.  For  further  proof,  I 
cite  two  letters,  marked  1  and  2,  whose  author  has 
been  on  the  spot  for  fourteen  years,  and  to  the 
petition  and  extracts  which  follow  those  letters. 
It  is  merely  a  slander,  put  forth  the  better  to  carry 
on  their  attempts  to  get  gratuities  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  I  hope,  and  I  believe,  that  the  people  of 
Oregon  will  mete  out  a  due  reward  to  these  whole¬ 
sale  calumniators  of  their  character  and  reputation. 

I  have  no  fears  about  this.  The  people  of  that 
Territory  know  how  to  respect  themselves,  and 
they  have  the  courage  to  demand  it  of  others. 

This  pretence  of  the  company  and  AJ cLaughlin , 
that  they  have  lost  heavily  by  Americans  in  Ore¬ 
gon,  is  only  one  of  the  thousand  tricks  they  resort 
to  to  get  our  Government  to  purchase  out  their 
possessory  rights,  about  which  there  has  been  so 
much  intriguingin  and  out  of  Washington.  And 
as  this  is,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  rather  a 
desultory  speech,  which  I  am  by  no  means  fond 
of  making,  I  will  take  occasion  to  warn  Congress 
and  the  country  against  this  scheme  for  picking 
the  lock  of  the  United  States  Treasury.  These 
possessory  rights,  or  the  rights  secured  to  that  \ 
company  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1846,  are  nearly 
valueless  to  our  Government.  Aside  from  some 
hundreds  of  acres,  known  as  the  Puget’s  Sound  j 
Agricultural  Company’s  farms,  the  balance  of 
their  boasted  property,  which  they  have  had  the 
arrogance  to  ask  a  million  of  dollars  for,  is  of  com¬ 
paratively  no  use  whatever  to  us.  I  will  not  now, 
however,  enter  into  a  discussion V>f  this  matter, 
but  will  meet  it  when  the  proper  time  comes.  1 
will  simply  say,  for  the  information  of  Congress 
and  the  country,  that  when  the  people  of  Oregon 
desire  this  matter  acted  on,  these  possessory  rights 
purchased,  they  will  inform  Congress.  We  are 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  whatever  is  paid  for  these 
rights  will  beset  down  to  Oregon’s  account;  hence 
we  protest  against  any  commissioners  being  sent 
there  to  examine  and  report.  We  have  witnessed 
too  often  how  this  company  have  hoodwinked 
United  States  officers,  and  so  managed  as  to  im- 

J  <  o 

press  them  very  favorably  with  ell  that  wa&f 
son’s  Bay,  or  that  pertained  to  the  “  Honoiakk/e  j 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company. ”  J  will  content myselr,  | 
however,  by  quoting  from  the  language  of  a  Uni-  i 
ted  States  otficer  whom  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com-  J. 
pany  cannot  influence.  The  statement  is  veracious,  j 
as  I  am  willing  to  testify: 

li  January  19,  1850. 

<!In  respect  to  Hie  reported  intended  purchase  by  the 
Government  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  possessions  for  $1,000,009, 

I  wish  to  express  very  strongly  the  opinions  i  have  formed. 
All  the  information  obtained  by  myself,  as  well  as  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  came  out  with  the  troops  this  Fall  and  who  has 
made  it  one  of  careful  inquiry,  satifies  me  that  the  legitimate 
trade  of  the  company  in  this  territory  is  annihilated.  Of  the 
whole  number  of  vessels  entered  since  !  have  been  here, 
only  two  were  consigned  to  it,  and  those  not  with  full  car¬ 
goes.  One  of  them  afterwards  cleared  for  Sitka  with  wheat, 
the  other  was  chartered  by  the  quartermaster  to  convey  the 
artillery  conipany»to  Steilacoom.  I  have  been  credibly  in¬ 
formed  that  Mr.  Douglass,  the  Governor  of  Victoria,  has 


declined  reinforcing  the  stores  at  Fort  Vancouver ;  the  house 
at  Oregon  City  does  but  little  business  compared  with  any 
one  of  the  American  merchants  there;  the  post  at  Fort 
George  is  closed,  and  that  at  Nisqually  can  have  but  a  small 
Indian  trade.  Fort  Hall,  on  Snake  river,  subsists  almost 
entirely  by  selling  provisions,  &c.,  to  emigrants  on  the  Ore¬ 
gon  and  California  routes,  and  will  in  all  probability  be 
withdrawn  the  coming  season.  The  post  at  Fort  Boisee  is 
merely  held  as  a  halting  place  on  the  road  from  Fert  Hall 
down,  and  that  at  Wallah-Wallah  as  away  station  from  the 
North  Fork  to  Vancouver.  No  fur  trade'  whatever  is,  as 
you  know,  now  carried  on  in  the  Territory,  the  value  of  the 
beaver  and  other  animals  obtained  here  being  too  low  to 
justify  it.  The  only  traffic  which  the  company  now  main¬ 
tains  is  the  supply  of  Indians,  Canadians,  and  settlers  with 
British  goods,  and  a  small  trade  in  provisions  and  lumber. 
The  settlers  all  prefer  purchasing  from  their  own  people, 
which  they  can  do  so  advantageously  as  die  old  hostility 
against  the  Bay  Company  exists  and  is  transmitted  in  full 
force.  Moreover,  the  only  establishment  which  it  main¬ 
tains  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  white  settlements  (except 
Vancouver,  where  there  is  the  United  States  post)  is  that  at 
Oregon  City,  and  there  the  greater  number  of  American 
merchants  are  congregated,  and  competition  is  consequently 
greatest.  Tn  a  fair  trade  the  company  cannot  compete  with 
them  anywhere.  Meanwhile,  the  population  of  Oregon 
is  steadily  increasing,  and  a  great  number  of  emigrants  are 
coming  into  it  from  California.  The  company  are  more  and 
more  crowded  by  our  American  population ;  the  servants 
and  Indians  who  have  hitherto  been  held  by  them  in  a 
species  of  slavery,  have  emancipated  themselves  and  de¬ 
mand  the  highest  rate  of  wages  paid  to  others ;  the  factors 
and  clerks  themselves  find  that,  instead  of  the  pitiful  salaries 
hitherto  paid  them,  they  can  make  by  individual  exertion 
far  greater  sums,  and  will  ultimately  remain  in  this  Territory 
as  settlers.  The  company  here  is,  in  short,  dying  out. 

;  “  Now,  what  is  there  for  the  Government  to  purchase 
from  it?  Its  only  valuable  land  in  the  Territory  is  at  Fort 
Vancouver,  certainly  of  importance  to  the  Government  as 
a  military  station,  for  which  purpose  it  is  probably  the  best 
in  Oregon.  The  other  stations,  under  the  imposing  name 
of  “  Forts,”  arc  small  trading  houses  or  stores,  not  em¬ 
bracing  any  tract  of  land.  And  what  is  the  nature  of  this 
title  to  Fort  Vancouver?  By  a  recurrence  to  Mr.  Buchanante 
treaty  you  will  perceive  a  remarkable  expression  as  applied 
to  the  land  in  the  company’s  tenure.  The  third  article  de¬ 
clares  that  the  possessory  rights  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Compa¬ 
ny  shall  he  respected.  The  term  “  possessory  rights”  has,  as 
you  know,  :t  definite  signification  in  the  law — (the  definition, 
is  in  Keiji.) — it  is  simply  the  right  which  the  Indian  has,  the 
right  of  mere  occupancy.  The  company  has  no  right  of 
alienation  except  to  the  Government;  no  right  of  property 
longer  than  it  retains  actual  possession.  And  this  language 
is  the  more  striking,  as,  in  the  succeeding  section,  speaking 
of  the  Puget’s  Sound  Agricultural  Company,  the  same 
treaty  confirms  to  it  their,  farms,  lands,  and  other  property 
of  every  description,  subject  only  to  the  right,  of  purchase 
if  necessary  for  public  uses.  Now,  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
possessory  rights  of  the  Bay  Company  can  extend  only  to 
land  actually  in  their  present  occupation.  The  company, 
it  is  said,  claim  some  twenty  miles  square,  in  fact  wherever 
their  cattle  have  once  grazed ;  but  I  do  not  consider  thaU* 
their  claim  can  hold  good  under  the  treaty  to  anything  more 
than  they  have  fenced  and  brought  under  improvement — 
what,  in  a  word,  they  hold.  To  give  them  a  million  of  dol¬ 
lars  for  this  place,  which  they  must  soon  abandon,  cr  sup¬ 
port  merely  in  our  despite,  is  absurd.  Especially  would  it 
be  so  to  make  a  purchase  which  did  not  exclude  them  from 
the  navigation  of  the  Columbia,  and  stipulate  their  entire 
withdrawal  from  the  Territory.  Unless,  indeed,  there  is 
(  some  secret  article  in  the  treaty,  or  understanding  that  a 
million  of  dollars  is  to  be  paid  thAornpany  as  an  indem¬ 
nity  for  a  change  of  masters,  it  would  be  folly,  so  far  as  the 
people  of  Oregon  are  concerned,  to  give  them  anything. 
The  company  is  confined  by  its  terms  to, their  posts  on  the 
main  stream  and  North  Fork  of  the  Columbia.  They  have 
no  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Wailalircet,  and  their  whole 
annual  trade  is  cut  down  to  nothing.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
Government  proposes  to  give  therm  a  million  for  their  sal¬ 
mon  sheds  at  Vancouver,  it  will  commit  a  piece  of  unjusti¬ 
fiable  extravagance. 

“  I  was  much  astonished  to  learn,  when  General  Smith 
war  here,  that  in  his  opinion  the  right  of  free  navigation  c  f 
the  river  secured  by  the  treaty  exempted  them  from  the  pay  - 
merit  of  the  same  duties  as  American  citizens.  How  this 
idea  originated  I  cannot  conceive.  It  is  certain  that  they 
did  not  themselves  consider  it  so.  They  have  altogether 
paid,  since  my  arrival,  duties  to  the  amount  of  some  $18,000, 
of  which  $7,000  or  $8,000  were  paid  under  protest,  on  the 
ground,  not  of  exemption  in  ordinary  cases,  but  that  the  par¬ 
ticular  goods  were  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indians  north 
fif  the  49t’n  parallel,  or  for  the  use  of  their  own  servants.  No 
tight  of  drawback  or  reexportation  is  secured  them  by  the 
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treaty  in  the  firsa  case  ;  nor  could  the  fact  of  a  Iona  fide  ex¬ 
portation  be  possibly  ascertained  in  such  a  country  as  this 
is.  In  the  last  case,  their  claim  is  too  frivolous  to  need  a 
reply.  The  objections  were  probably  stated  to  increase  the 
anxiety  of  the  United  States  Government  to  buy  them  out. 
The  protests  you  will  find  at  the  Twasurv  Department.” 


a  ! 


So  much,  sir,  for  this  point. 

I  V ill  now  attend  particularly  to  the  Doctor's 
letter  in  the  “  Spectator,”  which  has  been  circula¬ 
ted  here,  with  the  printed  memorial,  and  by  the 
acts  of  him  and  his  pimps,  (Thornton  and  Wait,) 
made  a  part  of  the  res  gestcr  in  the  matter. 

In  that  letter  the  Doctor  says:  “  I  am  sure,  how- 
‘  ever,  the  business  of  the  company  v,'as  so  man- 
4  aged  as  to  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny,  and  to  be 

•  in  all  respects  subservient  to  the  best  interests  of 

•  the  country,  and  the  duties  of  religion  and  hu- 

•  manky.”  Now,  sir,  if  to  measure  wheat,  as 
stated  in  the  petition  which  follows,  to  charge 
poor  struggling  band  of  American  pioneers  twenty 
per  cent,  discount  each  way,  to  refuse  to  grind 
wheat,  but  leave  the  people  to  starve  or  live  on 
boiled  wheat,  or  to  sell  at  their  price  and  purchase 
dour  again  at  their  price;  if  to  forbid  their  com¬ 
pany’s  vessels  taking  any  goods  to  Oregon  for  set¬ 
tlers,  and  to  loan  cattle  for  all  the  increase,  and  to 
exact  pay  for  cows  thus  loaned  dying  by  the  course 
of  nature;  if  to  make  the  settler  pay  with  kis  life 
the  penalty  of  settling  where  they  did  not  want 
him  to,  or  to  oppress  him  until  he  wa3  compelled 
to  yield;  if  tearing  down  houses  over  families’ 
heads,  and  burning  them  up,  and  leaving  a  poor 
woman  in  the  rain,  houseless  and  homeless;  if  at¬ 
tempting  to  break  down  all  American  enterprises, 
and  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  country — if, 
sir,  to  do  all  these  things,  and  many  more,  which 
are  hereafter  proved,  then  is  the  quotation  irue.  If 
this  is  their  religion,  then  have  they  adorned,  for 
the  last  ten  years,  the  religion  they  profess. 

The  Doctor  complains  that  I  charge  him  with 
being  “  jesuitical,”  and  quotes  from  Webster  to 
show  that  it  means  “  cunning,”  “  deceit,”  “  de¬ 


ceptive  practices,”  &c.  The  Doctor  and  I  will 


^.not  differ  about  the  meaning  of  this  word.  These 
are  precisely  the  meanings  l  intended  to  convey  by 
the  term.  I  know  of  no  better  term  by  which  to 
describe  his  maneuvers. 

I 


He  also  complains  that  I  called  him,  in  debate, 
‘  chief  fugleman  of  the-Hudson’s  Bay  Company. 


He 


says, 


This 


is  a  term  which  he  probably 
gathered  from  the  vocabulary  in  which  he  found 
ihe  word  ‘gumption.1”  Exactly,  sir!  I  found 
them  both  in  the  same  vocabulary,  and  that  the 
American  dictionary  which  he  quotes.  But  this 
wise  old  critic  intimates  that  these  terms  are  coined 
by  me.  I  did  not  suppose,  really,  that  I  should 
be  brought  to  task  in  this  manner.  But  let  us  see 
as  to  these  words.  The  word  “fugleman  ”  is 
sometimes  written  “flugelman.”  It  is  of  Ger¬ 
man  origin,  being  derived  from  the  German  flvgel, 
signifying  a  wing.  The  Germans  put  the  word 
mann  to  it,  and  hence  they  have  the  compound  word 
Jhigel-mann,  which  means  a  wing-man.  Therefore 
the  English,  or  definition  of  the  word  fugle-man 
is  wing-man,  or  file-lead ^r,  or  one  who  goes 
ahead  and  takes  the  lead.  ‘  The  Doctor  says  he 
has  been  the  chief  factor  of  this  company,  or  the 

fiApri  maw'  lipnrs  T  tViirvl.-  a  chief  f u <rl  email  ” 


fits 


head  maw;  hence  I  think 
him  to  a  charm. 

As  to  the  word  “  gumption,”  which  he  travels 
out  of  the  record  to  pick  up,  I  have  only  to  re¬ 
mark  that  this  word,  too,  is  a  word  of  well-known 
import;  and  if  it  is  rather  provincial  in  its  use,  it 
is  nevertheless'significant.  It  is  of  Saxon  origin, 
derivable  from  gymene,  which  means  care,  or  from 


gyman,  to  observe,  or  be  careful.  Hence  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  the  word  “gumption”  is  capacity, 
shrewdness,  or  address,  and  may  be  called  a  Yan- 
keeism.  Had  I  used  the  word  giimp,  it  might  have 
been  understood. 

The  Doctor  proceeds  to  say  there  is  none  in  the 
country  who  will  say  he  strove  to  prevent  its  set¬ 
tlement.  All  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  this  is  to 
point  to  the  petition  and  extracts  of  letters  which 
follow.  There  are  the  names  of  Crawford,  Mor¬ 
rison,  and  Moss,  who  signed  both  memorials — • 
that  of  March  25,  1843,  and  that  of  September 
19,  1850.  In  the  former  they' do  state  what  the 
Doctor  thinks  no  man  now  in  Oregon  will  state, 
and  they  also  express  the  hope  that  the  Doctor 
never  may  be  allowed  to  get  the  claim,  but  thafr 
the  lots  may  be  confirmed,  &c.  It  is  most  re¬ 
markable  that  they  then  hoped* just  what  the  land 
bill  now  provides  for.  This  shows  conclusively 
that  these  three  men  would  not  have  signed  a  me¬ 
morial  praying  that  the  Doctor  might  get  the 
claim.  But  the  Doctor,  alias  Thornton,  next  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  expatiate  on  the  Doctor’s  kindness  to  the 
early  emigrants,  and  says: 

“Very  many  of  these  men  honorably  paid,  as  soon  as 
they  could  ;  others,  though  able  to  pay,  and  though  their 
notes  have  been  standing  for  many  years,  testify  their  sense 
of  the  number  and  magnitude  of  my  favors  by  signing  a 
secret  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  from  me  my  property,  and  to  leave  me,  m  the  decline 
of  life,  and  in  the  decrepitude  of  old  age,  to  the  companion¬ 
ship  of  adders,  who,  when  they  were  benumbs^  with  frost, 

I  gathered  from  under  the  hedges  and  warmed  into  life,  to 
feel,  when,  alas  !  too  late,  the  stings  of  their  ingratitude.” 

To  these  remarks  I  have  something  to  say  in 
addition  to  what  I  have  already  said  upon  the 
same  subject.  The  Doctor  alleges,  himself,  that 
a  portion  of  the  men  whom  the  company  trusted 
have  paid,  and  that  the  others,  “  though  able  to 
pay,”  refuse,  &c.  This  substantiates  what  I 
have  before  said,  that  if  any  man  owes  them  it  is^ 
because  they  do  not  call  for  pay.  We  have  now, 
and  we  have  had,  for  the  last  seven  years,  as  good 
laws  for  collecting  debts  as  were  to  be  found  in 
any  of  the  States.  If  any  man  owes  them  it  is 
in  notes  on  interest,  and  they  are  always  ready  and 
prompt  to  collect,  unless  the  debtor  is  good;  but  if 
good,  they  have  two  objects  in  view — first,  interest 
on  their  money;  second,  influence  over  the  man. 
But  there  is  one  other  matter  which  weighs  in  the 
scale.  If  they  have  any  outstanding  notes,  they 
were  given  when  the  law  of  contracts,  then  in  force 
in  the  provisional  government,  made  these  notes 
payable  in  wheat,  or  the  Government  scrip.  Not 
liking  this  currency  so  well  as  the  specie,  they 
s'to  wait  till  they  can  make  sure  of  the  latter. 
But,  sir,  there  is  no  truth  in  the  assertion  that 
they  have  any  considerable  amount  due  them  in 
any  shape — it  is  pretence  for  the  purposes  I  have 
named.  He  confesses  the  ability  of  the  debtor: 
why,  then,  does  he  not  collect?  Because  the  cry 
is  all  gammon — because  the  pretension  is  false. 

But  mark  you,  sir;  he  had  just  said  these  provis¬ 
ions,  &c.,  were  furnished  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  under  his  charge.  And  why?  For  the 
profits  of  sale  and  not  as  donations  or  charity.  But 
if  the  company  trusted  the  people,  how  happens 
it  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  complains  that  they  don’t 
pay  him.  The  company  are  the  ones  to  complain, 
and,  sir,  I’il  tell  you,  it  is  because  the  Doctor  is 
now,  for  all  practical  purposes,  as  much  in,  of,  and 
connected  with  the  company\as  he  ever  was.  He 
is  part  owner  of  the  Puget  s  Sound  Agricultural 
Company’s  possessions — a  half  salaried  officer  of 
the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  and  it  is  true  that 
this  Company  propose  to  sell  all  the  Puget’s 
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Sound  Company’s  property,  thereby  proving  that 
this  Puget’s  Sound  Company  is  in,  and  of  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  and  another  part  of  the 
machinery  invented  by  McLaughlin  to  swindle  our 
Government.  It  was  only  another  “jesuitical  ” 
device  to  cheat  my  country  out  of  all  Oregon.  But 
the  old  Doctor  is  interested  in  both  of  these,  yet 
he  comes  up  here  with  a  hypocritical  face  and 
pleads  poverty  !  and  says  he  has  picked  up  my 
people  out  of  ditches,  mudpuddles,  from  under  the 
ice,  and  warmed  them  into  life;  which  Wait  and 
Thornton  virtually  testify  to;  and  now  these 
“adders,”  he  says,  want  him  to  stay  with  them, 
penniless!  Who  ever  heard  of  a  Jew  or  Gipsy- 
making  up  a  more  pitiful  face  than  this?  Yet. 
this  is  done  by  a  maji  wallowing  in  wealth,  pleth¬ 
oric  with  the  good  things  of  this  world ,  merely  to 
deceive  you;  and  what  looks  the  worst  of  it  all  is 
to  see  this  Wait  and  Thornton,  (God  pity  them!) 
aiding  and  abetting  this  slander  on  my  people ! 
Shame  bn  such  professed  American  citizens.  Such 
would  sell  their  birth-right  for  a  mess  of  potage, 
or  betray  the  Lord  of  the  World  for  thirty  pieces 
of  silver. 

He  next  denies  what  I  said  relative  to  his  send¬ 
ing  word  to  Fort  Hall  to  turn  the  emigration  to 
California.  Well,  sir,  we  will  see  about  this. 
Gtuite  certain  it  is,  that  he  persuaded  persons  to 
remove  from  Oregon  to  California,  and  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  by  the  most  undoubted  authority,  that  he 
provided  an  outfit  for  a  Mr.  Force,  and  others 
who  now  live  in  Oregon,  (having  returned,)  and 
took  notes,  payable  in  California.  And  this 
was  done  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  country 
of  these  unwelcome  visitors.  What  does  this 
look  like?  It  looks  like  this,  sir:  that  the  Doctor 
was  determined  to  do  all  he  could  to  prevent 
t^ie  country  from  finally  settling  up,  and  with  this 
object  in  view,  undertook  to  persuade  our  early 
settlers  to  leave.  This  is  well  understood  in  Ore¬ 
gon,  and  as  universally  believed  as  well  under¬ 
stood.  As  to  the  date  when  this  order  went  to 
Fort  Hall,  I  may  have  been  mistaken.  But  it  is 
a  bit  of  history  well  understood,  that  the  emi¬ 
grants  to  Oregon,  at  a  very  early  period,  perhaps 
as  early  as  1842  or  1843,  wTere  met  with  the  tale 
that  the  Indians  were  hostile  to  the  Americans; 
that  they  would  be  cut  off  if  they  proceeded 
further  on  the  Oregon  trail;  and  that  this  story 
was  told  by  the  officer  in  charge  at  Fort  Hall,  as 
having  been  received  from  Vancouver,  (the  head¬ 
quarters  of  Dr.  McLaughlin,)  and  that  this sam£ 
officer  advised  the  emigrants  to  go  to  Califmkff^, 
Certain  it  is  that  this  officer  was  a  subordinate 
under  the  direction  of  McLaughlin.  These,  sir, 
are  facts  well  known  in  Oregon. 

But  I  will  quote  from  a  man  of  the  highest 
standing  in  Oregon,  who  writes  me  on  this  point: 

44  In  1843,  Dr.  McLaughlin  received  orders,  as  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  western  branch  of  this  company,  to  dispatch 
agents  to  Fort  Hall,  and  order  them  to  stop  the  emigration, 

*  *  *  and,  if  possible,  prevent  them  from  crossing  the 

Blue  Mountains.  This  can,  perhaps,  at  this  date,  be  de¬ 
nied  by  the  managers  of  this  band  of  frauds  ;  *  *  but  1 

will  just  eite  you  to  Mr. - ,  to  Mr. - ,  and  to  Mr. 

— — — ,  who  were  there,  and  know  the  particulars.  And  if 
that  lamented  man,  Marcus  Whitman,  had  not  been  mur¬ 
dered,  as  well  as  his  papers  burned ,  we  should  have  had 
that  evidence  which' they  feared  to  face.” 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  tale  about  the  murder  of 
this  Dr.  Whitman  of  no  little  interest  to  the  Hud¬ 
son’s  Bay  Company. 

“When  Whitman,  who  piloted  the  company  of  18-13, 
arrived  at  Fort  Hall,  the  difficulties  of  the  journey  ware  i 
presented  as  an  objection  to  their  continuing  on  their  jour¬ 
ney  ;  next  the  danger  of  the  journey  ;  and  wiftn  they  found 


1 1  these  men  would  not  be  deterred  by  any  other  mode,  thej 
threatened  to  bar  them  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company’s1 
having  possession  of  the  country,  and  that  they  would  ncr 
allow  them  to  settle,”  $t<^. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  vouch  for  the  good  standing  of 
this  man  in  Oregon,  for  truth  and  veracity.  Hr 
is  an  older  settler  than  I,  and  much  more  familiar 
|  with  the  early  history  of  the  settlement/.  I  have 
therefore  permitted  him  to  speak  for  me.  Tin 
facts  stated,  I  do  not  know  personally,  but  be- 
lieve  them  to  be  true. 

This  McLaughlin  next  complains  that  I  should 
send  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  this  House  to  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  Oregon  with  this  indorsement  upon  it: 
“Keep  this  till  next  mail,  when  I  shall  send  them 
;  generally.  The  debate  on  the  California  bill  closes 
next  Tuesday,  when  I  hope  to  get  up  my  land 
bill  and  pass  it;  keep  dark  till  next  mail.”  Now, 
sir,  it  is  fully  understood  that  Thornton  wrote  this 
letter  signed  by  Dr.  McLaughlin.  But  this  in¬ 
junction  of  mine  indorsed  on  the  letter  to  this 
House,  to  “keep  dark  till  next  mail,” is  seized 
upon  by  the  Doctor  and  his  pimps,  and  it  is  said 
by  them  that  I  strove  to  keep  the  fact  of  the  reser¬ 
vation  of  Dr.  McLaughlin  ’s  claim  from  the  people, 
lest  hearing  of  it  they  might  defeat  my  plans.  It 
is  pretended  by  Thornton  and  the  Doctor  that  they 
had  no  such  idea,  notwithstanding  the  memorial  l 
have  quoted,  and  this  is  very  strongly  hinted  at  in 
the  memorial  drawn  up  under  the  supervision  of 
Thornton.  Mark  you,  sir,  that  Thornton  pretends 
in  this  letter  signed  by  the  Doctor,  and  in  the  me¬ 
morial,  that  my  course  relative  to  the  Doctor’s 
claim  took  him  by  surprise.  I  had  occasion,  not 
long  since,  to  say,  in  an  address  to  my  constitu¬ 
ents,  that  I  made  no  secret  of  my  intentions  to  have 
this  claim  reserved,  long  before  I  left  Oregon  for 
Washington.  This,  Thornton  well  knew;  and  I 
may  say,  sir,  that  if  I  am  not  grossly  misinformed* 
he  took  early  measures  last  session  to  head  me  in 
my  operations.  In  this  he  failed,  thanks  to  the 
sterling  Americanism  of  this  and  the  other  House. 
To  show  you  he  did  know  that  I  was  opposed  to 
McLaughlin’s  getting  this  claim,  I  quote  from  his 
own  language,  used  in  a  letter  to  me' under  date 
October  21,  1850:  “I  was  not  disposed  to  array 
myself  against  you  because  you  sought  to  take 
away  Dr.  McLaughlin’s  claim,  because  I  expected 
you  to  seek  to  do  this.  Moreover,  many  good 
and  honest  people  verily  believe  that  this  ought  to 
be  done.”  Never  was  anything  more  truly  said, 
notwithstanding  Wait’s  resolution  says  no  consid- 
able  portion  of  the  people  desired  it.  And  now', 
sir,  though  it  is  not  of  interest  to  you,  I  desire  to 
J  put  it  to  my  people,  and  to  those  innocent  lot  hold¬ 
ers,  whether  Thornton  ever  intimated  to  them  that 
I  would  endeavor  to  get  this  claim  reserved.  He 
says,  he  e'xpccted  me  to  seek  to  do  this,  yet  he  was 
willing  to  play  the  rascal  to  induce  honest  men 
to  buy,  without  intimating  any  such  a  thing  And 
to  show  you  more  fully  that  he  knew  what  my 
course  would  be,  and  that  he  intended  to  act  thf 
rascal  in  beguiling  innocent  men  to  purchase,  (for 
he  was  the  agent  who  sold  these  lots)  he  triumph¬ 
antly  informed  me,  in  another  letter,  under  date 
of  September  19, 1859,  speaking  of  the  lots  which 
had  been  sold  since  the  4th  of  March,  1849,  and 
saying  that  notes  had  been  taken  for  them,  that 
“  every  one  of  these  notes  can  be  collected,  even 
4  if  it  shall  appear  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  has  no  title. 

4  In  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  to  refer  to  Patten  el  al. 

4  against  Taylor  ct  al.,  7th  Howard’s  U.  S.  Sup 
‘  Court  Reps., page  132.”  Yes,  sir,  the  mUkoritiei! 
had  all  been  hunted  up,  and  in  view  of  the  fact,. 
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that  I  should  probably  get  this  claim  reserved, 
that  the  Doctor  might  not  hold  any  of  it  by  virtue 
of  the  treaty  of  1846.  the  notes  are  so  framed  that 
the  money  could  be  wrung  out  of  the  deluded  pur¬ 
chaser  and  innocent  holder  at  all  hazards. 

I  don’t  know  when  a  more  artfully-concocted 
fraud  haB  been  played  off  on  my  people  than  this 
same  transaction.  Does  not  this  man  Thornton 
know  morals  enough  to  know  that  he  is  morally 
required,  in  selling  me  an  article  in  which  there  is 
a  latent  flaw  or  defect,  of  which  he  is  well-know¬ 
ing,  and  I  ignorant,  to  disclose  to  me  such  defect? 
Yet,  knowing  this,  and  believing  it,  too,  he  con¬ 
trives  so  to  frame  his  notes,  that  they  can  be  col¬ 
lected  any  how:  so  to  set  his  snare,  that  when  the 
innocent  are  once  in  ihe  meshes,  he  can  success¬ 
fully  bear  down  their  struggling  to  be  extricated. 
Why  does  he  sell  for  notes,  in  a  country  abound¬ 
ing  in  money?  Because  be  can  sell  foster,  for  ex¬ 
pecting,  as  he  says,  that  I  would  get  the  claim 
reserved,  and  having  no  confidence  that  the  Doctor 
could  hold,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  he  determined 
to  bleed  the  innocent  as  deeply  as  possible.  What 
honest  man  can  read  this  transaction  without  feel¬ 
ing  an  utter  contempt  for  such  jesuitical  frauds? 
But, 

“  A  wit's  a  feather,  and  a  chief  a  rod  : 

An  honest  man's  the1  noblest  work  of  God.” 

I  yet  hope  that  the  Assembly  of  Oregon  may 
strike  down  these  outstanding  notes,  and  while 
they  do  to  the  utmost  of  justice  to  all  innocent 
purchasers,  I  hope  they  may  place  a  bar  to  the 
collection  of  them.  This  can  be  done  without 
the  intervention  of  any  ex  pest  facto  law. 

But  to  return  to  the  injunction  to  “  keep  dark 
till  next  mail.”  It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  when 
the  Oregon  land  bill  was  first  discussed  in  this 
House,  I  expressed  the  deepest  regrets  that  it 
could  not  be  passed  on  that  day,  and  that  I  gave 
as  a  reason  for  these  regrets,  that  its  failure  would 
act  as  a  paralysis  on  my  people,  and  on  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  country.  I  then  had  fears  that  it  never 
tr cvld  pass,  and  I  dreaded  the  effect  the  news  of 
its  failure,  on  the  first  day,  would  have  on  ' the 
business  of  the  Territory.  I  knew  well  it  would 
fall  like  a  thunder-clap  upon  the  people,  and  shake, 
with  the  energy  of  an  earthquake,  their  confidence 
in  the  justness  of  Congress,  and  in  the  future  pros¬ 
perity  of  Oregon.  I  hoped  to  save  them  from  this 
disappointment,  and  I  expressed  myself  so  to  many 
members,  as  they  will  well  recollect;  and  I  well 
remember,  too,  that  more  than  one  member,  while 
assuring  me  the  bill  icould  pass,  suggested  to  me 
to  say  nothing  of  its  failure  to  my  people  at  home 
till  I  could  get  it  up  and  pass  it.  You  will  recol¬ 
lect,  sir,  that  on  the  night  of  its  first  discussion,  I 
expressed  these  view’s  to  you  at  your  lodgings. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  I  sent  my  letter,  with  the 
inquest  above-named,  was  my  near  neighbor,  very 
heavily  interested  in  the  success  of  the  land  bill, 
and  I  therefore  sent  him  the  letter,  saying  to  him, 
as  it  appears  from  die  quotation,  that  I  hoped  to 
get  the  bill  through  at  such  a  time,  and  would  send 
my  letters  generally  by  the  next  mail.  At  this 
time  I  could,  as  I  hoped,  inform  my  people  of  the 
success  of  the  land  bill,  or  I  should  nave  to  mor¬ 
tify  them  by  announcing  its  defeat.  It  was  to 
avoid  thegeneral  panic,  that  I  adopted  this  course, 
and  this  is  why  I  requested  to  have  nothing  said 
till  the  time  cf  trial  might  come.  I  will  condemn 
no  man  until  I  hear  him, and  I  have  too  much  re¬ 
spect  for  the  gTey  hairs  of  the  aged  and  highly  re¬ 
spectable  old  gentleman,  to  believe  he  so  far  forgot 
the  law  of  honor  in  which  1  have  ever  believed  him 
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low,  for  my  reply.  I  may  have  been  mistaken  j 
saying  that  the  Methodist  mission,  as  such,  took 
the  claim.  The  proofs  which  follow,  sho  .v  that  it 
was  entirely  abandoned  by  the  coni]  any  and  the 
Doctor,  and  taken  by  Mr.  Sine. an,  an  A  n-,  a 
they  also  show  that  the  Doctor  has  driven  Anne:'- 
cans  off  of  it.  That  Mr.  Waller  afterwards  took 
it,  the  Doctor  admits:  and  thi4  was  a  time  when 
the  Doctor  had  no  right,  either  for  himself  or  the 
;i  company,  to  meddle  with  any  land  in  Oregon, 
more  than  Mr.  Waller  had;  fcnu  that  thisVclaim 
was  taken  by  the  company,  appears  from  S:r 
George  Simpson’s  writing.  That  the  Mill-race  waa 
blasted  by  the  company,  appears  by  the  following 
,  evidence;  that  it  was  called  the  company’s  mills  at 
I;  one  time,  I  can  prove;  and  that  it  was  built  by  the 
;  company,  is  shown  by  what  follows.  It  is  well 
|  understood  in  Oregon  that  this  claim,  mill,  &.C., 
were  "changed  back  and  forward,  between  the 
company  and  the  Doctor,  to  meet  the  shifting 
1  news  cf  the  phases  of  the  boundary  negotiation, 
i  There  were  “in  those  days”  a  general  conveying 
of  claims — from  servants,  officers,  and  employees 

i  of  the  company,  to  the  company,  to  prepare  for 
ij  what  was  supposed  would  be  the  boundary,  the 

of  company  taking  conveyances  of  claims  north  of 
the  Columbia,  and  making  conveyances  of  claims 
l  south  of  that  river :  and  in  these  same  days,  as  proofs 
:  some  day  will  show,  the  Doctor  received  a  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  city  claim  from  the  company;  and 
1  have  now  in  my  possession  a  letter  from  a  man 
formerly  of  high  standing  in  the  company,  or  at- 
j  tached  to  it,  and  whom  Doctor  McLaughlin  dares 
|  not  dispute — a  man  highly  respected  by  all — detail- 

ii  ing  to  me  the  nature  of  a  conveyance  of  a  claim,  and 
made  about  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  pur- 

!  pose,  north  of  the  Columbia,  to  the  company  ;  a 
\  purely  sham  conveyance,  merely  because  it  was  sup¬ 
posed  the  Columbia  would  be  the  boundary  .  Xow, 
ij  notwithstanding  it  was  conveyed  to  the  company 
without  consideration ,  and  in  anticipation  of  ar 
!  event  which  has  never  happened,  the  company  re- 
.  fuse  to  convey  back,  and  have  scheduled  it  as  the 
tf.ih-tdson ’s  Bay  Company’s  property,  in  their  pro¬ 
posals  to  sell  out.  Let  Dr.  McLaughlin  deny  this 
•j  if  he  dare.  I  have  yet  “a  little  more  left”  for 
ij  him  and  the  company,  and  I  will  Imry  them  here- 
j|  after  by  my  narrations  of  their  infamous  transac¬ 
tions.  Only  a  day  or  two  ago.  I  saw  in  a  report 
made  by  Captain  Wood,  relative  to  the  Columbia 
river,  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  informed  him,  that 
in  the  Winter  season,  no  vessel  could  remain  with 
1  safety  in  the  Columbia  river  lower  down  than 
Birney’s  place.  If  they  press  me,  I  will  unmask- 
j  their  enormities,  and  1  will  strip  from  their  exte¬ 
rior  the  garb  which  covers  them,  and  expose  the 
bare  bones  of  their  wickedness  to  the  shocked 
,  sensibilities  of  mankind. 

The  Doctor  alleges  in  his  letter,  that  he  never 
i-  told  me  he  was  holding  the  city  claim,  a3  stated 
in  ray  letter.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  lie  did  tell  me  so, 

;  and  he  knows  it.  After  my  election  took' place, 
i  Dr.  McLaughlin  commenced  his  approaches  to 
me,  as  I  was  well  aware  at  the  time,  to  see  ;  f  be 
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could  not  buy  me  over  to  his  interest.  As  soon 
as  he  did  this,  I  informed  a  man  of  standing  and 
veracity  near  Oregon  City,  of  the  game  I  believed 
he  was  playing.  I  also  requested  that  man  to 
take  notice,  that  if  I  was  found  thereafter  to  be  in  the 
Doctor’s  interest,  he  might  be  sire  I  was  bought. 

I  have  had  too  many  ambuscades  laid  for  me,  not 
to  guard  myself  properly,  arid  outridden  too  many 
storms  not  to  cast  anchor  to  windward;  so  Irfieter- 
mined,  in  the  beginning,  to  inform  this  man  just 
what  the  Doctor  was  driving  at,  and  put  myself 
where,  in  case  I  should  be  charged  with  the  de¬ 
sign  even ,  I  could  meet  the  case.  I  was  invited  fre¬ 
quently  to  his  house,  and  a  man  on  one  occasion 
was  sent  to  me,  authorized  to  pay  me  any  reason¬ 
able  fee  for  a  written  opinion.  I  refused  to  give 
it,  and  told  the  man  at  the  time  what  I  deemed  the 
object  of  the  move.  And  the  last  Sunday  1  was 
at  meeting  in  Oregon  City,  I  was  met  on  the  side¬ 
walk  by  Dr.  McLaughlin,  and  earnestly  solicited 
to  call  at  his  house  on  that  day..  I  partially  con¬ 
sented  but  did  not  go,  and  at  the  same  time  dis¬ 
closed  this  fact  to  a  friend,  stating  that  this  was 
the  last  effort  of  the  Doctor  to  seduce  me.  You, 
sir,  will  have,  hard  work  to  make  the  people  of 
Oregon  believe,  that  if  I  would,  I  could  not  have 
been  now  a  lordly  landholder  in  Oregon  City.  But, 
sir,  I  had  rather  be  thus  assailed,  and  to  suffer  af¬ 
fliction  with  the  persecuted  and  just,  than  to  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  wickedness. 

At  our  interview,  the  Doctor,  of  his  own  motion , 
commenced  to  talk  about  the  Hudson ’s  Bay  Com¬ 
pany’s  possessory  rights,  assigning  the  reasons 
why  they  should  be  paid  a  large  sum.  I  remarked 
chat  I  supposed  he  was  interested,  and  would  share 
a  part  of  the  money  paid;  to  which  he  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  I  then  remarked  that  1  sup¬ 
posed  the  proceeds  of  the  city  claim  would  go  into 
the  dividends  of  the  company,  and  be  shared  by 
him  and  the  others;  and  he  replied  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  as  in  the  other  case;  and  this  he  knows. 
There  is  no  doubt,  either,  but  he  told  the  truth, 
aside  from  Sir  George  Simpson’s  declaration,  and 
the  fact  that  the  company’s  schedule  includes  Og¬ 
den’s  pretended  claim  on  Cape  Disappointment; 
thereby  showing  that  these  claims,  held  by  the 
officers  of  the  company  in  their  own  names,  are 
considered  the  property  of  the  company;  and 
aside  from  the  other  proofs  before  and  hereafter 
given,  I  will  quote  the  Doctor’s  own  language  to 
prove  it.  He  says: 

c<  I  assert  I  hold  my  claim  for  myself  alone,  and  that  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  nor  no  other  person  or  persons 
hold  cr  have  any  interest  in  it  with  me.” 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  who  nicely  played 
the  critic  on  the  use  of  words  in  my  letter,  wouL 
use  words  in  a  sense  he  did  not  intend.  But  if  the? 
learned  Doctor  will  consult  “  the  celebrated”  Amer¬ 
ican  grammarian,  Murray,  he  will  find  that  two 
negatives  are  equivalent  to  an  affirmative.  “  Nor 
no,  ’’therefore,  .means  and  some;  and  hence  the  Doc¬ 
tor  affirms  that  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  and 
jome  other  person  or  persons  hold,  or  have  held,  some 
interest  with  him  in  said  claim.  There  is,  sir,  no 
doubt  this  artificial  mode  of  expression  was  re¬ 
sorted  to  to  tell  the  truth,  and  yet  be  understood  to 
mean  to  deny  a  joint  ownership.  He  could  well 
hold  the  claim  for  himself  alone  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  the  title  in  his  own  name,  yet  the  company 
could  have  an  “  interest”  in  the  proceeds,  as  he  told 
>  me.  Should  the  Doctor  deny  this  to  be  an  arti- 
I  fice,  I,  hope  he  will  first  criticise  himself  before 
turning  bis  attention  to  others.  “  Sartor  Re- 
aartus”  is  the  title  of  a  book,  and  he  may  adopt  it 


for  his  cognomen,  if  he  please.  After  having 
proved  him  out  in  so  many  falsehoods  stated  in 
his  letter,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  submit  his 
and  my  statement  to  the  judgment  of  mankind. 
Nevertheless,  sir,  I  will  read  you  the  letter  to  which 
I  have  referred,  to  show  you  that  the  jesuitical 
transfers  of  claims  were  carried  on  by  the  com¬ 
pany  to  which  I  alluded.  Mind  you,  I  have 
proved  and  I  shall  prove,  that  this  claim  was  first 
taken  by  the  company;  that  the  mills  were  built 
by  the  company;  and  that  the  whole  was  once 
owned  or  rather  claimed  by  the  company.  There 
must,  therefore,  have  been  a  transfer  to  McLaugh¬ 
lin  from  this  company.  This  was  undoubtedly  made 
about  the  time  of  the  transfer  from  Barclay  to  the 
company,  and  for  the  same  reason.  The  company, 
as  Barclay  says,  was  laboring  under  the  belief  that 
the  Columbia  would  be  the  boundary,  and  hence, 
that  they  could  not  hold  the  claim  at  Oregon  City. 
About  this  time  McLaughlin  pretends  to  have  left 
the  company,  and  why?  That  he  might  hold  the 
claim.  All  the4  probabilities,  therefore,  are,  that 
this  was  merely  a  connivance  between  McLaugh¬ 
lin  and  the  company  to  get  this  property,  and 
hence  that  the  Doctor  agreed  to  hold  this  in  trust 
for  the  company,  of  which  he,  though  nominally 
withdrawn,  was  in  facta  shareholder  and  virtually 
a  member.  If  this  is  not  so,  let  him  show  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  claim  from  the  company  to  him  to 
have  been  absolute;  and  until  he  does  this,  he 
stands,  in  the  eyes  of  tha  world  and  the  judgment 
of  mankind,  as  the  trustee  of  the  company  with 
which  he  is  in  collusion,  to  wrest  from  Oregon 
and  from  her  people,  and  from  our  Government, 
the  last  farthing  he  can.  But  here  is  the  letter  to 
which  I  refer.  It  proves  two  things;  first,  that 
these  conveyances  were  made  in  view  of  the  pend¬ 
ing  treaty;  and  second,  that  this  company  are  too 
big  rascals  to  do  justice  even  to  the  honest  portion 
of  their  attaches.  This  Dr.  Barclay  who  writes 
this  letter  was  for  a  long  time  in  their  service  as  a 
physician.  He  has  abandoned  them,  and  pro¬ 
poses  to  be  hereafter  an  American  citizen .  I  give  him 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  pay  him  that 
tribute  to  which  I  believe  him  to  be  entitled — an 
honest  man  and  a  gentleman. 

Oregon  City,  O.  T.,  June2%d,  1850. 
To  the  Hon.  S.  R.  Thurston  : 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  as  our  Repre¬ 
sentative  in  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  a  claim  which  I 
hold,  as  an  American  citizen,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  of  the  Territory.  This  claim  adjoins  on  the  east  side 
of  the  section  on  which  Fort  Vancouver  is  built,  and  has 
been  held  by  me  from  the  year  1845  to  the  present  time. 

During  this  period  I  have  faithfully  complied  with  all  the 
requirements  of  the  laws  of  Oregon;  have  cultivated  the 
land,  made  fences  and  built  a  dwelling-house  thereon,  in 
ifrhich  I  have  resided  from  time  to  time  with  my  family. 
This  claim,  1  am  informed,  is  included  in  the  schedule 
transmitted  to  Congress,  as  a  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  which  they  are  desirous  to  dispose 
of  to  the  Government  of  the.  United  States.  The  company 
pretend  to  hold  this  claim  under  a  release  from  me.  The 
circumstances  upon  which  the  pretence  is  founded,  are 
briefly  as  follows  :  Whilst  the  Oregon  treaty  was  pending, 
T  was  informed  by  Mr.  Douglas  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
Columbia  river  being  made  the  dividing  line  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  I  wound  not  bo  allowed  to 
hold  my  claim  ;  but  that,  if  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
should  become  American  property,  I  would  be  secure  in  my 
claim  without  any  interference  on  behalf  of  the  company. 
He  fully  expected  that  the  Columbia  would  be  the  dividing 
line,  and,  upon  the  above  representation,  induced  me,  con¬ 
trary  to  my  own  judgment  to  sign  an  informal  paper  ma¬ 
king  a  quit  claim  to  the  company.  Inasmuch  as  the  con¬ 
tingency  upon  which  this  act  was  based  never  occurred, 
and  ag  1  have  expended  considerable  sums  in  improving 
my  claim  without  receiving  any  consideration  therefor,  I 
bannot  believe  that  the  company  have  any  legal  or  equitable 
rights  thereto.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  it  was  a  “  pos¬ 
sessory  right”  of  the  company,  Bince  at  the  time  I  entered 
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the  claim  there  did  not  exist  a  vestige  of  improvement  | 
therepn,  if  any  ever  existed.  \ 

The  possession  I  have  never  surrendered,  but  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  improve  and  reside  upon  the  land.  Mr.  Douglas, 
in  violation  of  his  express  agreement,  has  taken  advantage 
of  the  paper  above-mentioned,  without  my  knowledge  or  \ 
authority,  to  enter  an  abandonment  for  me  in  favor  of  the  | 
company,  (figainst  which  I  have  protested  on  the  recqrd, 
and  conveyed  my  claim  afresh  and  recorded  it  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  where  it  lies,)  and  include  my  claim  in  the  schedule 
transmitted  to  Congress.  Thus,  swelling  the  claims  of  the 
company  for  compensation  for  their  “possessory  rights,’* 
under  the  treaty,  with  property  which,  with  the  most  mani¬ 
fest  injustice,  they  have  endeavored  to  deprive  individuals 
under  the  grossest  pretences. 

My  right  to  the  claim  in  question  I  consider  unimpaired,  j 
and  yet  the  company  would  impose  upon  Congress  a  de-  j 
mand  for  payment  therefor,  under  pretence  that  it  is  part  of  j 
their  possessions.  It  seems  to  that  the  paities  to  the  ' 
treaty  could  only  contemplate  that  the  company  should  be 
protected  in  their  “  possessory  rights”  which  were  actual  in 
them  at  the  formation  of  the  treaty.  It  cannot  be  that 
occupancy  of  lands  long-abandoned  should  be  resumed  ,  and 
property  nominally  purchased  from  individuals,  before  or 
subsequent  to  the  treaty,  be  considered  as  part  of  their  pos¬ 
sessory  rights. 

Feeling  satisfied  that  it  is  only  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
pmment  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  character  of  ! 
the  “  possessory  rights”  claimed  by  the  company  in  this  i 
instance,  tc  prevent  any  action  which  may  affect  my  own  i 
rights  and  those  of  others  similarly  situated,  I  have  deemed  j 
it  proper  to  lay  my  case  before  you.  Having  put  you  in 
possession  of  the  facts,  I  submit  the  matter  to  your  en-  ! 
lightened  judgment,  to  take  such  steps  as  you  may  deem  j 
most  proper  and  effectual  to  protect  my  individual  rights,  i 
ns  well  as  the  interest  of  our  Government. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  FORBES  BARCLAY,  M.  D. 

I  have  now  a  word  to  say  upon  his  naturaliza¬ 
tion.  He  says  he  had  filed  his  intentions  to  be¬ 
come  an  American  citizen,  and  that  I  must  have 
known  it.  I  did  know  he  had  qualified  himself  to 
vote  at  the  first  election,  and  no  further,  and  that 
he  was  and  still  is  “an  Englishman,”  (or,  if  he  ! 
chooses)  a  British  subject,  and  “still  connected  in  ! 
interest  with  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company;”  and  I 
know,  too,  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  have  full 
power  to  require  him  to  complete  his  naturalization, 
or  rather  to  begin  and  complete  it  before  voting  at 
•any  subsequent  election. 

The  act  organizing  Oregon  Territory  required  of 
Dr.  McLaughlin  and  all  foreigners,  “to  declare  on 
oath  their  intentions  to  become  such,”  (American 
citizens,)  and  to  take  an  “oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  provis¬ 
ions  pf  this  net,”  to  entitle  them  to  vote  at  the 
“first  election.”-  NSw,  I  admit  that  I  had  heard 
only,  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  had  done  this,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  he  had  qualified  himself  to  vote 
at  the  first  election.  I  stated  in  my  letter,  “he 
still  refuses  to  file  his  intentions  to  become  an 
American  citizen.”  The  editor  of  the  Spectator 
says,  he  examined  a  paper,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
McLaughlin,  filed  in  the  clerk’s  office,  attested  by 
•  he  then  acting  clerk  of  a  court  not  known  to  the 
lawsof  the  United  States,  George  L.  Curry,  which 
went  to  show  that  the  Doctor  did  file  his  inten¬ 
tions  on  the  30th  of  May,  1849. 

The  editor  means  by  this,  that  he  took  the  oath 
before  said  Curry,  necessary  to  qualify  him  to 
vote  at  the  first  election.  The  organic  act  of  the 
14th  of  August,  1848,  did  pot  require  McLaugh¬ 
lin  or  any  foreigner  to  “file  his  intentions  to  become 
m  American  citizen”  before  a  court  competent  to 
receive  and  file  such  intentions,  but  simply  “to 
declare  on  oath  their  intention  to  become  such,” 
which  might  have  been  done  before  a  justice  of 
;he  peace,  as  well  as  before  any  other  magistrate  or 
tribunal.  Mark  you,  they  are  not  required  to 
“declare  on  oath  or  affirmation,”  which  is  the 
■anguageof  the  law  regulating  naturalization.  The 


object  of  taking  the  two  oaths,  was  to  entitle  him 
to  vote  at  the  “first  election,”  and  when  he  had 
voted,  the  oaths  had  become  functus  officio,  they 
had  answered  their  end,  and  were  therefore  of  no 
use  whatever  afterwards. 

For  a  foreigner  to  become  naturalized,  he  is 
required  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  de¬ 
clare  “  on  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  the  Su¬ 
preme,  Superior,  District,  or  Circuit  Court,  of  some 
one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  Territorial  Districts  of 
the  United  States,  or  a  Circuit  or  District  Court 
of  the  United  States,”  two  years  before  his  admis¬ 
sion,  that  he  bona  fide  intends,  &c.  Hence  it  must 
be  done  in  one  of  those  courts  which  are  courts 
of  record,  and  which  have  been  created  by  a  State 
in  a  State,  or  by  the  United  States  in  a  Territory 
or  Territorial  District.  Now  the  court,  or  the  tri¬ 
bunal,  in  which  Dr.  McLaughlin  took  his  oaths 
was  not  such  a  court  as  the  law  requires,  but  was 
a  creature  of  the  Provisional  Government,  and 
was  not  such  a  court  as  is  required  to  commence 
the  process,  or  such  as  the  law  imperiously  de¬ 
mands.  It  therefore  clearly  appears,  if  we  insist 
that  the  actual  commencement  of  naturalization 
was  required  by  the  organic  act,  to  qualify  the 
Doctor  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  that  lie  was  not 
qualified  to  vote,  is  not  now,  and  lienee  cannot  be, 
until  he  not  only  commences,  but  completes  his 
naturalization.  Suppose  the  Doctor  applies  by 
and  by,  to  complete  his  naturalization,  to  the  courts 
in  the  Territory  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  paper,  attested  by  Curry,  is 
offered  as  evidence  of  his  having  filed  his  intention, 
the  court  cannot  receive  it,  because  it. is  not  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  such  a  cou*t  as  the  United  States  laws  re¬ 
quire,  and  hence  the  Doctor  must  begin  de  no-vo  to 
become  an  American  citizen.  If  the  Provisional 
!  court  in  which  this  paper  was  filed  was  not  one  of 
the  courts  specified  by  the  act  of  naturalization  of 
a  State,  or  one  of  the  courts  specified  by  said  act, 
of  a  “territorial  district  of  the  United  States,” 
which  court  and  district  must  have  been  previously 
created  by  the  laws  of  the  Unijed  States,  or  if  it 
was  not  a  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United 
!  States, — if  it  was  neither  of  these  at  the  time  the 
paper  was  filed,  and  if  the  organic  act  did  not  make 
records  of  this  kind  of  said  Provisional  court  a 
part  of  the  records  of  the  court  to  be  created  by 
the  organic  act,  then,  no  declaration  of  intentions 
‘filed  in  said  Provisional  court  can  be  taken  or  al¬ 
lowed  as  such  by  the  courts  created  by  our  organic 
act,  which  are  now  the  courts  of  record  of  the 
Territory.  And  nothing  is  plainer  than  this,  that 
if  the  organic  act  had  made  no  provision  for  the 
perpetuation  of  any  proceedings  had  in  the  courts 
of  vhe  Provisional  Government,  all  these  would 
have  fallen  through  at  the  organization  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  by  the  General  Government.  And  it  is 
equally  true  that  none  other  than  those  mentioned 
|  in  the  organic  act  are  saved ;  besides  the  selection  by 
|  that  act  of  proceedings  of  a  specific  nature,  pend¬ 
ing  in  the  Provisional  court,  isjdeclaring  negatively 
that  no  others  were  intended  to  be  saved.  No  one 
will  have  the  hardihood  to  pretend  that  the  Pro¬ 
visional  court  was  either  of  the  courts  above 
specified. 

And  now,  if  you  turn  to  the  17th  section  of  our 
organic  act,  you  will  see  that  no  provision  is  made 
for  making  this  paper,  filed  before  Geo.  L.  Curry, 
j  a  record  of  the  court  now  in  existence  in  Oregon. 
You  see  clearly  that  the  act  speaks  of  the  provis¬ 
ional  courts  as  one  thing,  and  the  courts  estab¬ 
lished,  or  contemplated  to  be  established  by  the 
organic  act,  as  another  and  different  tiling.  The 


civil  and  criminal  suits,  or  preliminary  proceed-  j 
ings  for  suits, commenced  in  the  provisional  courts,  n 
were  to  be  transferred  to  the  United  States  courts,  j 
or  the  territorial  courts  of  the  United  States,  j 
which  are  courts  of  record.  Ho  provision  what-  j 
ever  is  made  in  the  organic  act  for  making  any-  I 
thing  done  in  the  provisional  courts,  records  to  be  J 
respected  in  the  territorial  courts;  only  suits  or  1 
proceedings  at  law  and  equity  are  to  be  tjjans-  j 
ferred  at  all,  and  nothing  else  which  was  a  record  j 
in  the  provisional  courts  is  made  a  record  in  the  | 
territorial  courts.  “The  district  courts  hereby  j 
established,5’  (by  the  organic  act,)  are  named  in 
contradistinction  to  “  the  courts  established  by  j 
authority  of  the  provisional  government  of  Ore-  j 
gon;”  and  no  proceedings  whatever,  except  those  ! 
pending  and  undetermined  in  said  provisional  , 
courts  on  the  14th  of  August,  1848,  were  to  be  i 
“heard,”  “tried,”  “prosecuted,”  or  “  deter- i 
mined,”  in  the  courts  created  by  the  organic  act.  j 
Therefore,  if  you  say  the  Doctor’s  paper  was  a  j 
civil  proceeding  at  law,  it  is  a  nullity,  because  j 
it  cannot  be  determined  or  finished  in  the  courts  ' 
now  in  existence  in  the  Territory,  for  the  reason  ! 
that  it  was  not  pending  at  the  passage  of  the  or-  j 
ganic  act. 

How,  then,  stands  the  facts  of  the  ca^e ?  They  j 
simply  amount  to  this:  that  the  paper  filed  before  j 
Curry  is  not  such  a  filing  of  intention  as  the  law 
requires  to  be  made  in  order  to  become  an  Amer-  | 
lean  citizen,  and  hence  that  the  Doctor  has  not  | 
yet  filed  his  intention.  •  The  next  section  of  the 
organic  act  continued  Curry,  the  clerk  of  the  pro¬ 
visional  court,  until  such  time  as  a  new  court 
should  be  organized,  and  perhaps  longer  in  the 
event  of  no  successor,  but  in  no  way  made  the 
provisional  court  a  part  of  the  new  court,  or  its 
papers  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  new  court;  and 
if  it  is  said  that  this  section  constitued  Curry  clerk 
of  the  district  epurt,  established  or  created  by  the 
organic  act  of  August  14,  1848,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Clarkarr^is,  from  the  time  the  new  courts 
were  organized  until  his  successor  should  be  quali¬ 
fied,  then  for  this  paper  to  be  good,  as  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  intention,  it  must  have  been  filed  by  Curry 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk  of  the  new  court,  and  not 
as  clerk  of  the  provisional  court,  and  after  the  j 
new  courts  were  organized  and  in  operation;  and  [ 
this,  I  am  informed  by  Judge  Bryant,  was  not  the  , 
case.  This  latter  fact  being  true,  there  is  nothing  j 
more  clear  than  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  did  not  file  j 
his  intentions  to  become  an  American  citizen,  in  j 
contemplation  of  law.  *  j 

This,  sir,  is  the  view  which  Judge  Bryant,  the  j 
able  late  Chief  Justice  of  Oregon,  took  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  his 
views.  He  informs  me  that  he  distinctly,  and  more 
than  once,  informed  McLaughlin  that  such  w ere  his 
views,  and  advised  him  to  take  the  necessary  initia¬ 
tory  step  to  become  an  American  citizen,  and  that 
McLaughlin  declined,  assigning  for  reason  that 
he  could  not  do  it  because  it  would  injure  his  stand¬ 
ing  in  England.  Chief  Justice  Bryant  did  not  lie, 
and  there  is  not  the  least  question  but  McLaughlin 
did  assign  that  very  reason;  and  it  was  on  his 
authority  I  made  the  declaration — an  authority 
which  no  one  will  doubt  who  knows  Judge  Bry¬ 
ant.  How  contemptible,  then ,  does  McLaughlin ’s 
parade  appear  in  the  Spectator — an  effort  put  forth 
to  make  the  people  believe  I  willfully  stated  what  1 
knew  to  be  false.  1  relrfed  on  Judge  Bryant’s 
statement  for  the  refusal,  and  I  have  not  any  doubt 
but  hie  exposition  of  the  law  is  correct.  Having 
thus  shown  up  the  Doctor’s  Jesuitism  in  this  par¬ 


ticular,  I  leave  this  point,  with  the  remark  that  I 
am  able  to  prove  the  refusal  to  fije  his  intentions, 
and  that  he  gave  the  excuse  stated. 

Having  now  answered,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
the  glaring  misstatements  in  the  Doctor’s  letter, 
and  several  points  connected  with  the  meeting 
and  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oregon  City, 
let  us  turn  to  the  public  sentiment  of  Oregon 
touching  him,  the  city  claim,  and  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  Company,  et  id  otnne  genus ,  as  made  known 
to  me  through  private  correspondence  and  public 
documents,  and  you  will  learn  from  these  in  what 
light  this  matter  is  viewed  by  the  people  of  Ore¬ 
gon.  And  the  first  bft  I  will  give  you  is  from  a 
man  for  whose  veracity  I  will  vouch,  as  well  as 
for  his  standing  in  my  country — a  man  of  four¬ 
teen  years’  residence  in  Oregon.  I  need  not  add 
that  his  character,  as  his  veracity,  is  above  sus¬ 
picion.  His  letters  I  will  denominate,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  reference  hereafter,  one  and  two.  Here 
they  are: 

“  Dear  Sm :  Having  just  returned  from  Oregon  City,  and 
while  at  the  City,  I  learned  a  communication  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  you  by - and  made  public.  *  *  *  I 

did  not  see  the  document,  but  from  statements  made  by 
?»Ir.  Thornton  and  others,  I  concluded  it  contained  propo¬ 
sals,  or  contemplated  making  a  reservation  of  Oregon  City 
*  *  as  a  town  site  by  the  Government.  From  Judge) 
Thornton’s  assertions  respecting  the  document,  he  or  you 
are  laboring  under  a  sad  mistake  in  relation  to  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin.  [See  this  man’s  second  letter  hereafter  .j  Two 
of  tiic  positions  or  statements  you  make,  and  winch  Mr. 
Thornton  affirms  to  be  false,  I  am  bold  to  say  I  must  con¬ 
firm.  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  not  a  personal  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  you.  You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  fact 
that  I  have  been  in  the  country  since  1833,  and  that  the 
policy  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  was  very  eadyasub- 
ject  of  careful  investigation  by  me.  *  *  *  *  I  was  pre¬ 

pared  to  appreciate  the  policy  and  influence  of  the  Hud¬ 
son’s  Bay  Company  in  any  effort  that  might  be  made  to 
effect®  any  political  organization  of  this  colony  in  1841  and! 
184:1  If  you  have  not  already  done  it  [I  had]  1  wish  you 
to  look  after  a  petition  which  was  sent  to  Congress  in 
1841-’2.  In  this  petition  you  will  find  expressed  the  feel¬ 
ings  and  wishes  of  nearly  every  citizen  of  Oregon  at  that 
time. 

“You  may  be  told  by  some  who  profess  to  be  your  friend?, 
that  in  urging  the  measure  you  propose  against  the  exclu¬ 
sive  occupancy  of  Oregon  City  by  Dr.  McLaughlin,  or  his 
heirs,  you  will  lose  friends  and  create  sympathy  for  Dr. 
McLaughlin.  My  opinion  is.  that  if  you  lose  the  City  in¬ 
fluence,  [this  man  lives  among  the  bone  and  sinew  of  Ore¬ 
gon,  T.]  and  all  the  McLaughlin  clique,  the  country  will 
sustain  you  five  to  one. 

“  Dr.  McLaughlin  told  me  in  sb  many  words,  [see  also 
Sir  George  Sampson’s  statement,  T.]  that  the  Hudson *s  Bay 
Company  had  blasted  a  mill  race  at.  the  Willamette  Falls, 
and  th&Uhcy  had  ordered  a  flouring  mill  expressly  for  that 
place.  Mr.  Fenton,  who  built  the  mill,  was,  and  still  is,  an 
enlisted  servant  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  under  their 
orders.  Dr.  McLaughlin  is  still  a  half-salaried  chief  factor 
of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company..  I  do  not  think,  at  least  I 
have  not  been  able  *o learn  from  any  soureevthathe  has  re 
linquished  a  single  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  servant’s  or 
chief  factor’s  privilege.  *  *  *  He  certainly  did  use  im¬ 

proper  means  to  prevent  the  occupancy  of  the  water  privi¬ 
lege  at  the  Willamette  Falls  by  American  citizens.  He  has 
as  certainly  thrown  his  influence  against  all  interna]  im¬ 
provements  in  the  country,  except  such  as  were  under  the 
control  or  influence  of  the  company.  He  is  at  present  re¬ 
ceiving  his  proportion  of  the  income  of  the  Puget’s  Sound 
Agricultural  Company.  [This  company  claim  twenty  miles 
square  of  land,  T.]  I  have  never  been  able,  in  all  my  ac 
quaintance  with  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company’s  maneuver- 
ing3,  to  see  the  great  benevolent  actions  which  have  been 
trumpeted  throughout  the  globe  by  Captain  Wilkes  and 
others,  as  attributed  to  the  company,  and  to  Dr.  McLaughlin 
as  its  head.  Why,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  in  all  their 
accounts,  in  all  the  immense  bu  iness  they  have  done  ir. 
Oregon,  they  have  ever  lost,  by  American  citizens,  jins 
hundred  dollars.  Where,  then,  is  their  benevolence,  for 
which  they  claim  the  lion’s  portion?  And  how  many 
millions  of  dollars  have  that  company  taken  from  Oregon 
for  a  feiv  old  traps  ? 

“  In  every  move  that  has  ever  been  made  to  promote  the 
settlement  and  internal  improvement  of  Oregon,  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin  arJ.  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  to  a  man.}  have 
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been  opposed,  until  they  were  absolutely  compelled  by 
force  of  circumstances  to  yield.  Even  the  missions,  for  a  j 
while  were  obliged  to  submit  to  their  dictation  as  to  their  j 
location,  and  the  supplies  they  were  permitted  to  furnish  to  , 
settlers.  The  settler  was  permitted  to  so  only  to  certain 
designated  locations,' and  if  by  accident,  or  oihewise,  he 
went  elsewhere,  he  paid  the  penalty  with  his  life,  or  from 
necessity  was  compelled  to  yield  to  the  requirement;  of  the 
company.  I  a  n  bold  to  affirm,  tiiat  the  history  of  that 
company  in  Oregon  is  vo  less  oppressive  ami  unjust,  as  re-  , 
gards  American  citizens,  than  was  that  of  their  ancestors  ( 
in  1775.  They  deserve  nothing  from  us  but  expulsion  from 
the  country,  without  remuneration.”  [They  are  on  the 
road.]  i 

Now,  sir,  this  is  from  a  stranger  to  me,  as  you  ! 
perceive  from  h>s  letter..  Not  only  this,  I  am  in-  , 
formed  he  voted  against  me,  and  I  name  these 
facts  to  show  you  that  this  letter  is  biassed  out  of 
no  friendship  for  me.  It  comes  spontaneously 
'from  a  noble-hearted,  high-minded  man,  who 
when  he  heard  me  assailed  for  my  acts,  and  for 
the  letter  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  Oregon  land 
hill ,  and  when  he  hears  me  charged  with  falsehood , 
notwithstanding  I  was  not  the  man  of  his  choice- — 
yet,  when  he  sees  truth  trampled  under  foot, 
throws  himself,  like  a  moral  champion,  into  the 
breach,  and  does  battle,  not  for  me,  but  for  Her 
whom  he  respects  higher  than  man.  He  has  been 
an  eye  witness  of  all  the  efforts  of  young  Oregon; 
he  has  seen  the  machinations  of  our  enemies;  he 
has  witnessed  the  “  maneuverings”  of  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin,  o1'  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  and  of 
British  power,  to  strangle  our  fair  daughter  of  the 
Pacific;  and  .when  he  saw  an  American  attacked 
for  loving  his  country  and  his  people,  and  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  be  bought  or  bribed,  and  for  speaking 
the  truth,  although  this  American  is  a  stranger  to 
him,  though  not  the  man  of  his  choice,  the  live 
coal  on  the  altar  of  his  American  heart  kindles  up 
into  a  dame,  and  he  hastens  to  give  vent  to  solemn 
truths  which  lie  knew  as  well  as  he  knows  his 
mother  tongue.  Noble  man  !  noble  American ! 
worthy  to  be  engraved  on  the  statues  of  his  coun¬ 
try’s  glory  and  history! 

Now,  sir,  this  letter  was  written  to  me  before  he 
had  seen  the  letter  I  had  addressed  to  this  House, 
immediately  after  he  had  heard  me  denounced 
by  the  British  party  of  Oregon,  by  Dr.  McLaugh¬ 
lin  and  his  pimps,  for  that  part  of  the  letter  advo¬ 
cating  the  justness  of  reserving  the  Oregon  City 
claim.  You  observe,  he  says,  either  I  or  Thorn¬ 
ton  must  be  mistaken.  Soon  after  that,  my  letter 
reached  the  country,  and  this  stern  old  American, 
this  sentinel  of  fourteen  years’  standing  on  the 
westernmost  wall  of  his  country,  sits  down  to  read 
it,  and  reads  it  carefully,  and  rises  from  his  seat, 
still  loving  truth  and  his  country,  and  grasping 
the  pen  in  his  aged  hand,  writes  as  follows: 

“  September  26th,  1850. 

“Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  closed  the  reading  of 
your  letter  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  our  behalf. 

I  wrote  you  a  letter  a  few  days  since,  and  gave  you  an  inti¬ 
mation  about  the  reception  it  met  with  at  Oregon  City.  T  find 
it  is  a  perfeet  test,  or  watchword  to  a  true  Ameriean  heart. 
It  is  literally  true,  instead  of  ‘  basely  false,’  as  is  attempted 
to  be  made  out  by  the  friends  of  the  Hudson  ’s  Bay  Company. 
As  I  said,  in  my  other  letter,  stand  firm  to  your  position. 
You  or  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  must  fall.  The  latter, 

I  know,  and  have  ever  felt,  must.  *  *  *  *  You  will 
live  to  see  and  say, c  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  have  been, 
but  are  no  more.  ’ 

“  I  challenge  the  man  who  can  say  to  me  that  the  Oregon 
City  claim  was  not  wrongfully  wrested  from  American  citi¬ 
zens.  1  was  a  looker-on  at  the  time,  and  know  it  to  be  the 
case.  I  would  not  receive  a  donation  of  lots  that  were  ! 
offered  to  me  by  Dr.  McLaughlin’s  agent,  Mr.  Hastings.  I 
*  *  *  *  *  +  *  ° 

“1  have  watched  the  mancmivres  of  Dr.  McLaughlin  1 
since  1836,  as  well  as  those  of  the  IT.  B.  Company.  Then- 
operations  have  been  that  of  shrewd  merchants.  Their 
motto  ha«  been,  c  Give  a  little  to  the  rich,  and  to  such  as 


can  tell  a  good  story  to  go  back  to  the  States,’  while  they 
would  charge  us  twenty  per  cent,  discount,  reckoning  the 
order  in  their  favor  both  ways,  simply  because  they  could 
*  *  *  *.  The  hard  laborer  was  obliged  to  give  them  hi* 
wheat  at  sixty  cents  per  bushel,  and  get  his  money  at 
twenty  per  cent,  discount.  The  Doctor  talks  much  about 
helping  the  emigrants  *  *  *  *.  VVhy,  sir,  lie  ha  >tood  in  di 
rect  opposition  to  every  political  measure  in  the  country 
since  its  organization.  He  did  actually  defeat  the  first 
effort  in  1841,  and  came  within  one  cole  of  defeating  the 
organization  in  1813.  *  *  *  He  and  the  company  yielded  to 
the  measure  adopted,  from  the  force  of  circumstances,  be¬ 
cause  they  had  not  the  power  to  control  *  *  *.  While  they 
had  the  power,  they  used  it,  and  they  would  gladly  use  it 
now,  if  they  dared  to.  For  twelve  years  I  have  heard  them 
scoff  at  Americans  and  our  institutions.  Every  Oregonian, 
except  a  few  fawning  sycophants  and  base  short  sighted 
doughfaces,  has  seen  and  felt  the  grinding  influence  of 
that  company.  *  *  *  Dr.  McLaughlin  lias  managed  to  keep 
a  fair  show  to  traveling  strangers,  and  especially  to  jour¬ 
nalists  and  letter- writers.  I  am  ready  to  say  he  has  op¬ 
posed  the  settlement  of  this  country  in  a  most  decided  man¬ 
ner,  up  to  the  time  when  circumstances  compelled  him  to 
change  his  course  of  policy.  Since  then,  he  has  had  a 
one-sided  partiality  and  policy,  which  has  checked  almost 
the  entire  internal  improvement  of  the  country.  He  has 
been,  and  is  at  the  present  time,  a  dead  weight  upon  aL 
public  improvements  in  Oregon  City — he  yields  only  to  the 
force  of  circumstances,  hence  I  cannot  conceive  he  has 
qny  claim  to  much  charity  or  to  public  sympathy.” 

A  very  wise  conclusion,  as  I  think!  Yon  sec,  that 
this  man  had  heard  me  changed  with  “  base  false- 
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hoods”  in  my  letter  to  this  House,  but  hearing  what 
some  of  my  assertions  were  alleged  to  be,  before 
he  read  the  letter  he  pronounced  them  to  he  true. 
After  he  had  read  that  letter,  he  commences,  just  at 
the  same  moment  he  had  closed  its  perusal,  while 
the  whole  of  it  was  fresh  in  his  memory,  to  write, 
and  says  “it  is  literally  true.”  Here  is  a  mar. 
who  has  been  an  eye-witness  for  fourteen  years, 
and  he  has  spoken,  and  his  declarations  I  now 
make  a  part  of  the  records  of  my  country.  I 
would  gladly  record  his  name  with  them,  and  bid 
it  live  forever,  but  not  knowing  that  he  would  wish 
it,  I  withhold  it.  His  letters  are  in  my  posses¬ 
sion,  which  any  one  can  see  and  read,  and  which 
I  intend  to  bequeath  to  my  children.  I  deem  this 
sufficient  to  settle  the  whole  case,  as  betwixt  me  and 
the  Doctor,  but  there  is  a  “  little  more  left.” 

History,  Mr.  Speaker,  like  the  light  of  the  sun. 
penetrating  the  chambers  of  darkness,  frequently 
enables  us  to  see  clearly  what  otherwise  would  have 
to  be  learned  through  the  dimness  of  conjecture. 
We  may  frequently  feel  a  thing  forcibly,  and  ever, 
know  and  believe  it,  but  yet  may  lack  the  wit¬ 
nesses  by  which  to  prove  it.  The  lapse  of  years 
I  may  lay  aside  the  living  testimony,  and  then  his¬ 
tory  comes  to  our  aid.  But  our  confidence  in  the 
historian  will  depend  very  much  upon  his  means 
of  knowing  the  facts  which  he  records,  and 
whether  he  is  a  cotemporary  of  the  events  which 
he  relates.  Now,  then,  just  let  it  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  at  the  date  of  the  document  I  am  about 
to  read  you,  and  for  many  years  previous,  Dr. 
McLaughlin  was  “chief  factor  of  the  honorable 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,” an  office  which  at once 
places  him  at  the  head  of  the  company  ’s  affairs, 
within  his  jurisdiction,  subject  only  to  a  governor 
or  directors,  and  makes  him  responsible  for  the 
company’s  acts.-  The  acts  of  this  company  being 
regulated  by  his  orders,  are  to  all  intents  his  acts, 
and  must  be  taken  as  acts  meeting  his  sanction, 
and  done  by  his  order.  Now  then,  while  I  read, 
I  desire  you  and  this  House,  and  the  country,  to 
contemplate  the  struggles  and  hardships  of  the 
early  emigrants  to  Oregon, and  then  tell  me,  if  you 
can,  that  you  do  not  feel  very  much  like  an  Amer¬ 
ican  citizen,  and  that  you  do' not  believe  th la  tes¬ 
timony  is  preferable  to  that  of  a  British  subject,  or 
of  apostate  Americans  employed  as  his  pimps. 
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But  here,  sir,  is  the  document  in  question.  It  is 
the  voice  of  men  of  character,  of  veracity — the 
voice  of  some  whose  names  are  on  the  memorial 
I  have  just  presented,  and  it  is  the  humble  suffer¬ 
ing  complaint  of  American  hearts,  palpitating 
with  the  bloo,d  of  their  American  sires,  and  pray¬ 
ing  to  be  delivered  from  the  crushing  power  of  the 
enemy. 

The  “  Petition as  it  is  styled,  is  dated  “  Wil¬ 
lamette,  Oregon  Territory,  March  25th,  1843, ’’and 
after  its  introductory  portion,  it  reads  as  follows: 

“  Laws  are  made  to  protect  the  weak  against  the  mighty, 
and  we  feel  the  necessity  of  them  in  the  steps  that  are  con¬ 
stant!  y  taken  by  the  honorable  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  in 
their  opposition  to  the  improvement  and  enterprise  of 
American  citizens.  You  have  been  apprised  already  of 
their  opposition  to  Captain  Wyeth,  Bonneville,  and  others, 
and  we  rind  that  the  same  spirit  dwells  with  them  at  the 
present  day.  Some  years  ago,  when  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  owned  all  the  cattle  in  Oregon,  they  would  not 
sell  on  any  conditions,  but  they  would  lend  their  cows  to 
the  settler,  he  retaining  to  the  company  the  cows  loaned 
with  all  the  increase.  And  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  cow,  he 
then  had  tiie  privilege  of  paying  for  it.  But  after  the  set¬ 
tlers,  at  a  great  risk  and  exppnse,  want  to  California  and 
purchased  for  themselves,  and  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of 
the  settlement  being  supplied,  then  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com¬ 
pany  were  willing  to  sell,  and  at.  lower  rates  than  the  settlers 
could  sell.  In  1841,  feeling  the  necessity  of  having  mills 
erected  that  would  supply  the  settlement  with  flour  and 
lumber,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  formed  them  selves  into 
a  joint  stock  company,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
growing  wants  of  the  community.  Many  of  the  farmers 
were  obliged  to  leave  their  farms  on  the  Willamette,  and  go 
six  miles  above  Vancouver,  on  the  Columbia  river,  making 
the  whole  distance  about  sixty  miles,  to  get  their  wheat 
ground,  at  a  great  loss  of  time  aiul  expense.  The  company 
was  formed,  and  proceeded  to  select  a  site.  They  selected 
an  island  at  the  Fails  of  the  Willamette,  and  concluded  to 
commence  their  operations.  Alter  commencing,  they  are 
informed  by  Dr.%IcLaughlin,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company’s  affairs,  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  that  the  land  is  his,  and  that  he,  although  a 
chief  factor  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  claim*  all  the 
land  at  the  east  of  the  Willamette,  embracing  the  falls  down 
to  the  Clarkamas  river,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  He 
had  no  idea,  we  presume,  that  the  company  would  succeed. 
However,  he  erected  a  shed  on  the  island,  after  the  stulf 
was  on  the  island  to  build  a  house,  and  then  gave  them  per¬ 
mission  to  build  under  certain  restrictions.  They  took  the 
paper  he  wrote  them  containing  his  conditions,  but  did  not 
obligate  themselves  to  comply  with  the  conditions,  as  they 
did  not  think  his  claim  just  or  reasonable. 

“  Many  projects  had  been  started  by  the  inhabitants-,  but 
for  want  of  means  and  encouragement  failed.  This  was 
predicted  for  the  milling  company.  But  after  much  labor 
and  difficulty,  they  succeeded  in  getting  a  saw-mill  erected 
and  ready  to  run,  and  entered  into  a  contract  to  have  a  grist 
mil!  erected  forthwith.  And  now,  as  they  have  succeeded, 
where  is  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  ?  Dr.  McLaughlin 
employs  hands  to  get  out  a  frame,  and  erects  it  at  the 
Willamette  Falls ;  and  we  find  as  soon  as  the  frame  is  up, 
the  gearing,  which  has  been  made  at  Vancouver,  is  brought 
up  in  boats,  and  that  which  caused  a  feeble  company  of 
American  citizens  months  of  toil  and  embarrassment,  is 
•accomplished  by  the  chief  factor  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com¬ 
pany  in  a  few  weeks.  He  has  men  and  means,  and  it  is 
said  by  him  that  in  two  weeks  his  mill  will  be  sawing.  And 
what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  if  the  milling  com¬ 
pany  sell  for  fifteen  dollars  per  thousand,  he  can  sell  for 
twelve;  if  they  reduce  the  price  to  ten,  he  can  come  to 
eight,  or  five,  or  two  dollars  per  thousand.  He  says  he  will 
have  a  grist  mill  in  operation.  All  the  wheat  in  Oregon 
they  are  anxious  to  get,  as  they  ship  it  to  the  Russians  on 
the  northwest  coast.  In  the  first  place,  they  measure  the 
wheat  in  a  half  bushel,  called  by  them  ‘imperial  measure,’ 
much  larger  than  the  standard  measure  of  the  United  States. 
This  not  answering,  they  next  proceeded  to  kick  the  half 
bushel  with  the  foot  to  settle  the  wheat.  Then  they  brought 
up  a  measure  larger  than  the  former ,  and  now  they  fill 
this  measure,  then  strike  it  three  times  with  a  stout  club, 
and  then  fill  up  and  call  it  fair  measure.  Against  such 
proceedings  we  need  law  which  will  be  respected  and 
obeyed. 

“  About  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  blasted  a  canal  a  few  feet,  to  conduct  water  to  a 
mill  they  were  going  to  build,  the  timber  for  which  is  now 
lying  at  the  fall3  rotting.  They,  however,  abandoned  the 
thing  altogether ,  and  built  their  mills  on  the  Columbia, 


about  six  miles  above  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river.” 

It  may  not  be  improper,  ^Ir.  Speaker,  here  to 
remark,  that  the  reason  why  this  project  was 
abandoned  altogether,  at  this  early  period,  as  the 
memorialists  say,  was  that  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  learned,  in  the  process  of  the  negotiation 
about  the  northern  boundary  of  Oregon,  that  the 
British  possessions  would  not  fall  south  of  the 
•  Columbia,  but  that  this  river,  as  they  supposed, 
would  be  the  line.  This  was  contended  for,  for  a 
long  time,  by  the  British  negotiator.  Learning  this 
fact,  they  abandoned  the  project  at  the  falls,  and 
built  their  mills  north  of  the'  Columbia.  Now, 
Dr.  McLaughlin  pretends  that  this  city  claim,  and 
the  water  power,  was  his  from  the  beginning.  The 
truth  is,  sir,  that  the  point  was  seized  on  by  the 
company;  that  the  mill  was  built  by  the  company; 
and  then  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Doctor. 
And  when  it  was  ascertained. that  the  Doctor  would 
i  stand  a  better  chance  to  get  it  in  his  own  name 
than  the  company  would,  it  was  transferred,  as 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  to  him,  to  hold  in  trust  for 
the  company  of  which  he  was  one.  To  prove  to 
you  that  this  point  was  taken  by  the  company,  I 
quote  from  the  writings  of  Sir  George  Simpson, 
Governor  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  entitled 
“Simpson’s  Journey  round  the  World,”  vol.  1., 

!  page  249.  Speaking  of  the  settlement  in  the  French 
j  prairie,  he  says: 

<£  In  connection  with  this  settlement,  or  rather  in  the  an¬ 
ticipation  of  establishing  it,  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company 
j  took  possession  of  the  ground  near  the  falls,  as  far  back  as 
1828.” 

I  And  this  whole  project  of  establishing  this  colo- 
i  ny  in  the  French  prairie,  and/  of  seizing  the 
|  water  power  at  the  falls,  was  made  or  concocted 
i  by  this  same  Dr.  McLaughlin,  as  the  head  of  the 
I  company,  for  the  express  purpose  of  defeating  and 
I  striking  down  an  enterprise  then  on  foot  in  the 
States,  to  colonize  the  Willamette  Valley  by  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens,  which  was  being  conducted  by  one 
Hall  J.  Kelley,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  after¬ 
wards  made  an  object  of  this  company’s  brutality, 
and  who  still  remains  unrewarded  l?y  his  country, 
— of  which  enterprise  that  company  had  heard. 
About  this  time  also,  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Ben¬ 
ton  was  agitating  the  subject  in  the  Senate.  Hear¬ 
ing  of  these  projects,  these  jesuitical  rascals  took 
the  earliest  means  possible  to  head  the  enterprise, 
and  to  wrest  the  whole  country  from  us  and  our 
Government.  The  “chief  fugleman”  of  all  this 
rascality  was  Dr.  McLaughlin — this  man  who, 
with  shame  be  it  said,  while  calling  my  constituents 
“adders”  and  reptiles,  is  made  the  subject  of  ful¬ 
some  panegyric  by  A.  E.  Wait,  and  one  J.  Q.. 
Thornton,  who  say,  in  the  resolutions  circulated 
in  this  House,  and  passed  by  a  clique  of  Britishites, 
themselves  included,  of  not  exceeding  six  votes 
— that  he  is  entitled  to  the  “gratitude”  of  Ameri- 
I  can  citizens ! 

The  “petition,”  this  memorial  of  the  early 
pioneers  to  Oregon: 

“  In  the  year  1838,  agreeable  to  orders  left  by  Mr.  Slactpn, 
a  house  was  erected  at  the  falls  to  secure  the  claim  for 
him.  In  1840  the  Methodist  mission  erected  buildings  and 
stationed  two  families  there,  and  made  a  claim  to  sufficient 
land  for  their  buildings,  not  interfering  with  any  others  who 
might  wish  to  build.  A  short  time  previous  to  this,  Dr. 
McLaughlin  had  a  store-house  erected  for  the  company,  not 
occupied,  however,  further  than  to  store  wheat  and  other 
articles  in,  and  as  a  trading  house  during  the  salmon  sea- 
!  son.  After  this,  in  1841,  a  shanty  was  erected,  and  a  man 
;  kept  at  the  falls,  whose  business  it  was  to  trade  with  the 
Indians  for  furs  and  salmon,  .and  look  out  for  the  Doctor’s 
claim,  he  said,  and  to  forbid  persons  building  at  the  falls, 
as  some  had  built,  and  others  were  about  budding.  This 


13 


man  was  and  still  is  a  servant  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com¬ 
pany. 

“  During  the  years  1841  and  1842,  several  families  settled 
nt  the  falls,  when  Dr.  McLaughlin,  who  still  resided  at 
Fort  Vancouver,  comes  on  the  ground,  and  says  the  land  is 
his,  and  every  person  building  without  his  permission  is 
held  as  a  trespasser.” 


What  do  you  think  of  this,  Mr.  Speaker? 
An  Englishman  holding  an  American  citizen  a 
trespasser  for  settling  on  American  soil,  where  the 
American  Government  had  invited  him  ! !  This, 
sir,  was  before  the  treaty,  and  before  the  pro¬ 
visional  government  was  formed,  and  when  one 
American  had  as  good  right  to  settle  there  as 
another,  and  all  a  better  right  than  Dr.  McLaugh¬ 
lin.  Yet  this  barefaced  Jesuit  has  the  effrontery 
to  pretend  he  did  not  hold  that  claim  by  dint  of 
threats.  And  now,  sir,  he  and  Thornton  and 
Wait,  unite  in  calling  these  early  settlers,  and 
these  petitioners  “adders”  and  reptiles,  and  the 
two  latter,  with  only  some  two  or  three  more,  be 
it  said  for  Oregon ’s  sake,  introduced  and  voted  for 
the  infamous  and  laudatory  resolutions  passed  by 
that  clique,  and  circulated  in  your  midst.  I  have 
the  proof  in  my  possession,  that  only  five  or  six 
men,  those  tv,To  pimps  of  Dr  McLaughlin  in¬ 
cluded,  voted  for  these  resolutions.  It  does  me 
pleasure  to  say  this,  for  the  credit  of  my  country, 
and  for  the  credit  of  the  worthy  gentlemen  who 
signed  that  memorial.  But  those  men  who  did 
vote  for  these  resolutions,  be  they  who  they  may, 
lauding  him  who  had  just  dubbed  my  constituents 
with  the  name  of  “  adders,”  wall  be  branded  by 
the  scorching  brand  of  popular  contempt  which 
they  deserve.  I  hope,  sir,  my  injured  and  slan¬ 
dered  constituents  will  not  lay  violent  hands  on 
those  prostitutes  to  foreign  influence,  but  I  hope 
they,  whom  these  men  thus  unite  in  slandering, 
will  treasure  up  their  names,  only  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  with  contempt  and  pity. 

The  “  petition  ”  continues: 


“  Without  reference  to  any  person’s  right  or  claim,  lie 
employs  a  surveyor  to  run  out  the  plat,  and,  as  a  biil  was 
ij  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  grant  every  white 
i  male  inhabitant  a  mile  square,  he  has  a  mile  run  out  to  suit 
i  his  views,  and  lays  out  a  town  plat  at  the  falls,  and  calls  it 
i  Oregon  City.  Although  so  me,  for  peace  sake,  asked  him  for 
I  lots  they  already  had  in  possession,  and  which  he  appeared 
j -very  willing  to  grant,  the  Doctor  now  felt  himself  secure, 
!  and  posted  up  the  annexed  paper:  ‘Notice  is  hereby  given 
i  ‘  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  those  who  have  obtained 
i  ‘  grants  of  lots  in  Oregon  City  will  be  expected  to  call  on 
j  ‘  L.  W.  Hastings,  my  authorized  agent  at  Oregon  City,  and 
<  ‘  obtain  a  bond  for  a  deed  or  deeds,  as  the  case  may  be. 
[!  4  Those  who  hold  claims  to  any  lot,  and  who  comply  with 
I  ‘  the  above  requisite  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February 
|i  J  next,  will  be  entitled  to  their  lot  or  lots  ;  otherwise  the  lots 
f  ‘  upon  which  they  hold  claims  will  thereafter  be  subject  to 
i  ‘  any  disposition  which  the  undersigned  may  think  proper 
{:  4  to  make  of  them.  “  J  OHN  McLAUGHLIN. 

“  January  18,  1843.” 

I 

i  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  all  tliis  was  before  thePro- 
i  visional  Government  was  in  operation — before  the 
'  treaty,  when  no  man  had  any  right  to  meddle  with 
the  soil.  Who  can  contemplate  the  helpless  con- 
I  dition  of  these  few  and  feeble  American  citizens, 
I)  at  that  time  and  place,  struggling  for  life  and  for 
|  subsistence;  thus  kicked  and  buffeted  round  at  the 
ji  mercy  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  corporations 
i  on  earth,  headed  by  a  man  v/hose  intrigues  must 
|i  have  furnished  Eugene  Sue  with  a  clue  to  bis 
1“  Wandering  Jew,” — who,  I  sav,  sir,  can  thus 
I  contemplate  our  ilesh,  and  blood,  and  kindred, 

I  with  their  land,  their  houses, their  all,  thus  posted 
up,  and  declared  subject  to  any  disposition  this 
:  unfeeling  man  might  make  of  them  without  shed- 
ding  tears  of  pity  for  their  distress.  And,  having 
suffered  all  this,  they  are  now  gazetted  as  “ad- 

■ 


||  ders,”and  with  this  soubriquet,  they  are  circulated 
j  throughout  the  whole  country,  sent  to  every  pa- 

5)er,  forced  to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  this 
3ou.se  and  of  Congress,  with  the  slanderer  being 
i  indorsed  by  laudatory  resolutions,  introduced,  ad- 
•  vocated,  and  passed  by  only  four  or  five  men, 
I  among  these  Wait  and  Thornton!  I  desire  no 
break  or  collision  with  any  man;  but  if  I  cov'd  be 
so  mean  and  contemptible  as  to  sit  silent  and  suf¬ 
fer  the  noblest  people  on  earth  thus  to  be  traduced, 
i  thus  villified ,  thus  hawked  about  in  this  House 
j  and  through  the  country,  without  rebuking  tffose 
I  who  attempt  it,  and  without  challenging  their  irn- 
I  pudenceand  audacity,  I  should  deserve  nothing  of 
:  this  people  better  than  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers, 
which  would  set  much  better  on  their  slanderers  than 
on  me.  Come  what  will,  life  or  death,  success  or 
disaster,  infamy  and  torture,  and  even  fire  itself, 

:  I  will  throw  myself  ip  front  of  the  people  I  repre¬ 
sent,  and  defend  their  honor,  their  reputation,  and 
their  name;  and  if  either  is  stricken  down,  it  shah 
j  be  pierced  through  me,  and  reached  over  my  fallen 
| ;  carcass ! 

j  The  “  petition”  continues: 

j  “  Aii  who  had  lots  were  required  to  pay  Mr.  Hastings  five 
!|  dollars  for  a  deed  ofland  which  they  knew  very  well  the 
i;  grantor  did  not  own,  and  which  we  hope  he  never  v.  il?  own, 
i  |  but  that  Congress  will  pass  a  special  act,  granting  each  man 
]i  his  lot  and  improvements.  *  *  *  *  *  To  those  who 
|  applied  and  paid  their  five  dollars,  all  was  right  with  the 
!  Doctor,  while  those  who  considered  his  title  to  the  land  rot 
|  good,  and  that  therefore  he  had  no  right  to  direct  who  should 
!  build,  and  who  should  not,  had  their  lots  sold  to  others,  in 
|  one  case  the  purchaser  earne  to  the  original  eiaimar:  and 
i  ordered  him  to  stop  digging  the  ground  which  lie  was  pre- 
|  paring  for  a  gardsn,  and  commanded  him  to  remove  his 
!  fences,  as  he  had  Dr.  McLaughlin’s  bond  in  his  pocket  for 
| 5  the  lots,  and  if  he  did  not  move  the  fence,  lie  would,  and 
!  take  forcible  possession,  and  those  who  desired  to  have  no 
'  difficulty,  and  did  not  apply  for  a  deed,  have  lost  their  lots. 

the  Doctor’s* promise  and  all.  And  Mr.  Hastings,  theBoo 
i  tor’s  agent,  is  now  offering  for  sale  the  lots  on  which  a  part 
j  of  the  mission  buildings  stand;  and  if  he  succeeds  in  finding 
j  a  purchaser,  they  must  either  contend,  or  lose  their  bu.iJ.fi 
j  ings  too. 

■•Dr.  McLaughlin  has  held  claims  in  other  places,  south 
of  tlie  Columbia  river — at  Tualutin  plains,  and  at  Ciark- 
j  amas  plains,  he  has  had  huts  erected  to  prevent  others  from 
j  building.  And  such  is  the  power  of  Dr.  McLaughlin,  that 
■  many  persons  are  actually  afraid  to  make  their  situations 
known,  thinking  if  he  hears  of  it  he  will  stop  their  re.  > 
plies.  ” 

Now,  sir,  just  turn  to  my  correspond erc.3  in 
letters  one  and  two,  where  he  tells  you,  if  a  man 
settled  where  the  company  did  not  allow  him  to,  he 
paid  the  forfeiture  with  his  life,  or  from  necessity  was 
!  compelled  to  yield.  And  here,  again,  the  names 
of  Wait  and  Thornton  rise  up  before  me,  v  nd 
while  reading  their  laudations  of  McLaughlin,  ii 
can  think  of  nothing  but  two  Jews  lauding  Judas 
j  Iscariot. 

The  “petition  ”  continues: 
jj  Letters  were  received  here  from  Messrs.  Ladd  A  Go. 

|  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  answer  to  a  letter  written  by1 
the  late  Mr.  Ewing  Young,  for  a  few  supplies,  that  orders 
i  were  received  forbidding  the  company’s  vessels  car-yAg 
|  any  goods  for  the  settlers  of  Oregon.” 

j  Mr.  Speaker,  if  my  blood  run  chill  in  my  veins 
;  by  nature,  1.  should  be  ashamed  of  my  humanity 
if  it  would  not  grow  warm  upon  reading  this. 
Here,  sir,  is  the  testimony  of  all  the  respectable 
names  which  follow,  to  the  fact  that  this  comp  any 
were  determined  the  American  colony  should  starve 
or  beat  their  mercy — to  the  fact  that  they  did  war 
against  the  early  settlers — that  they  dul  labo  ■ ,  - 
prevent  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  that  this 
Dr.  McLaughlin  was  at  the  head  of  it.  He  v/ws 
at  the  heed  of  the  company  when  that  order  was 
I  giveif,  and  the  order  must  have  proceeded  fro  v 
I  his  own  lips,  because  nobody  else  had  the  "ght  to 
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give  it;  nor  would  it  have  been  obeyed  unless  given 
by  him  !  This  Ewing  Young  was  a  southern  man, 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  I  think,  warm  in  his 
heart  as  are  the  hearts  of  his  kindred  in  the  south, 
and  his  ashes  now  rest  in  peace  ifl  Oregon.  It 
gives  me -pleasure,  here  in  my  place,  to  place  his 
name  on  the  records  of  my  country,  and  to  do 
honor  to  him  as  one  of  the  early  pioneers  to  Ore¬ 
gon.  Methinks  I  can  hear  the  voice  of  his  spirit 
whispering  in  the  breeze,  testifying  in  death  to 
these  truths  which  he  witnessed  in  life.  To  his 
grave  in  the  beautiful  Cl^ehalem  I  would  cite  my  ' 
countrymen  as  the  grave  of  one  who  bore  \vitness 
to  these  facts,  and  who  fell  in  his  struggles  to  build 
up  Oregon.  Would  that  I  could  speak  him  into 
life  again,  or  that  I  could  raise  over  his  ashes  a 
statue  of  marble  as  tall  and  as  noble  as  the  forest 
trees  among  which  it  was  his  delight  in  life  to 
roam,  and  beneath  which,  in  death,  it  is  his  for¬ 
tune  to  slumber. 

The  “petition”  continues: 

“Every means  will  be  made  use  of  by  them  to  break 
down  everything  that  will  draw  trade  to  this  country,  or 
enable  persons  to  get  goods  at  any  other  place  than  their 
store. 

“One  other  item  and  we  are  done.  When  the  United 
States  Government  officers  of  distinction  arrive,  Vancouver 
is  thrown  open,  and  every  facility  afforded  them.  They 
wore  even  more  condescending  to  the  settlers  during  the 
time  the  Exploring  squadron  was  in  the  Columbia.  Nothing 
was  left  undone  to  give  the  officers  a  high  opinion  of  the 
honorable  Hudson’s  Bay  Company.  ”  *  *  *  \ 

This  petition  is  signed  by  many  persons,  many 
of  whom  1  know,  who  are  now  living  in  Oregon .  I 
an  bear  unqualified  testimony  to  their  character  in 
society,  to  their  honor  and  to  their  veracity.  I  un¬ 
dertake  to  say,  that  not  a  word  is  uttered  in  it  but 
;he  truth,  and  it  is  susceptible  of  any  reasonable 
or  oof.  1  know  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  whom  to  know  is  to  respect,  to  listen  to,  to 
believe.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  standing 
in  Oregon,  of  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years’  resi¬ 
dence,  and  who  would  be  universally  believed  on 
my  subject  on  which  he  would  presume  to  speak. 
That  gentleman  informs  me  that  every  word  of  it 
is  true  to  the  letter,  and  he  is  not  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  letters  1  and  2,  but  another  and  differ¬ 
ent  person.  This  petition  I  have  copied  from  the 
public  records,  (Senate  Doc. 7  vol.  3,  1st  session 
28th  Congress.)  It  is  proper  I  should  say  that  I 
have  italicized  some  words  not  italicized,  in  the 
original.  1  am  willing  it  should  go  to  the  country 
— it  will  speak  for  itself  and  vindicate  me.  Here, 
sir,  are  the  names: 

“Robert  Shortest,  A.  E.  Wilson,  Win  C.  Remick,  Jef¬ 
frey  Brown,  E.  N.  Coombs,  Reuben  Lewis,  Geo.  Davis,  V. 
Bennett,  J.  Reekrier,  T.  J.  Hubbard,  James  A.  O’Niel, 
Jeremiah  TIoregon,  William  McKarty.  Chas.  Compo,  John 
Howard,  R.  Williams,  G.  Blown,  John  Turner,  Theodore 
Pancott,  A.  F.  Waller,  John  Hofstatter,  G.  W.  Bellamy, 
William  Brown,  Alanson  Beers,  Jos.  L.  Parrish,  William 
ft.  Gray,  A.  D.  Smith,  J.  C.  Bridges,  Aaron  Cook,  A.  Cope¬ 
land,  S.  W.  Moss,  Gustavus  Hines,  Geo.  W.  LeBreton,  J. 

R.  Robb,  J.  L.  Morrison,  Medorem  Crawford,  John  Ander¬ 
son,  James  M.  Bates,  L.  H.  Judson,  Joel  Turnltam,  Rich¬ 
ard  H.  Ekin,  Hanplton  Campbell,  James  Force,  W.  II. 
Wilson,  Felix  Hathaway,  J.  Lawson,  Thus.  J.  Khadden, 
Joseph  Gibbs,  S.  I.ewis,  Jr.,  Charles  Ray,  William  Burne, 

S.  Davis,  Joseph  Yattan,  C.  Arraudrill,  A.  Tanner,  David 
Carter,!.  J.  Campbell,  W.  Johnson,  John  Edmunds,  W. 
Hauxhurst,  W.  A.  P'feiiVgr,  J.  Hihnltn,  H.  B.  Seder,  and 
William  C.  Sutton.” 

If  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses- ali 
things  are  established,  then  surely  sixty-five  men 
are  good  evidence  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  peti¬ 
tion  to  Which  their  names  were  attached,  and  then, 
you  and  the  country  can  judge  whether  this  man 
McLaughlin,  by  whom  all  the  abuses  here.com- 
plained  of  were  dictated,  is  entitled  to  receive  gra- 


j  tuities  of  the  American  Government  for  such  ras- 
j  calities,  or  whether  the  people  of  Oregon  owe  him 
a  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  refuse  to  pay. 

|  I  wish  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  whole  country 
j  to  take  notice,  what  was  said  in  the  petition  just 
j  closed,  to  wit:  that  some  persons  were  actually 
:  afraid  to  let  their  location  be  known  for  fear  of  the 
j  vengeance  of  Dr.  McLaughlin.  I  would  also  cite 
j  you  to  letters  one  and  two ,  wherein  it  is  said,  if  a 
i  settler  located  anywhere  against'  the  company’s 
;  wish,  lie  paid  the  forfeit  with  his  life,  or  from  ne- 
!;  cessity  was  compelled  to  yield.  The  point  to 
}  which  I  wish  to  bring  your  attention  is,  that  the 
|  Spanish  inquisition  or  the  French  guillotine  was 
j  no  more  sure  to  drink  the  blood  of  its  victim  than 
j  were  this  company,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Mc,- 
|  Laughlin,  to  seek  and  obtain  vengeance  on  those 
|  who' 'offended  their  august  will.  The  above  peti- 
i  tion  was.  dated  on  the  25th  of  March,  1843.  Of 
■  course  it  was  immediately  circulated  for  signatures. 
Word  comes  to  Dr.  McLaughlin  that  American 
citizens  have  presumed  to  implore  their  mother 
country  to  protect  them  from  the  wrongs  of  British 
j  oppression,  and  he  sits  down  and  writes  a  letter  to 
j  Robert  Shortest*,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,, 
with  as  much  arrogance  as  though  he  had  been, 
j  as  he  was  for  many  years,  the  autocrat  of  all  Ore- 
jgon.  Here,  sir,  is  the  letter;  mark  the  place  of 
j  its  date,  and  the  imposing  addenda  he  affixes  to  his 
j  name: 

“Vancouver,  April  13, 1S43. 

j  Mr.  Siiortess,  Sir: 

i  I  am  informed  that  you  have  circulated  a  petition  for  sig- 
’  natures,  complaining  of  me,  and  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com- 
ij  pany.  I  iiope  you  will,  in  common  fairness,  give  me  a  copy 
I  of  the  petition,  with  the  nhmes  of  those  who  signed  it,  that 
1  l  may  know  what  is  said  against  us,  and  who  those  are  who 
|  think  they  have  cause  of  complaint  against  us. 

!  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  bumble  servant, 

john  McLaughlin, 

I  Chief  Factor  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  Superintendent 

of  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Affairs,  west  of  the  Rocky 
I  Mountains 

But  on  January  18th,  3843,  as  appears  by  his 
j  advertisement,  he  was  turning  out  doors  American 
j  citizens,  at  Oregon  City — stripping  men  of  their 
i  homes,  declaring  they  would  be  subject  to  “  any 
j  disposition”  (this  is  the  phrase)  he  might  make 
i  of  them,  if  they  did  not  yield.  All  this  time  he 
J  was  “chief  factor,”  with  all  the  tail  t.o  his  name 
!  above  given — was  in  fact  the  company,  and  a  full- 
blooded  British  subject,  yet  disposing  and  selling 
American  soil,  driving  off  the  missionaries  of  the 
country,  selling  their  lots  and  houses,  sending  or¬ 
ders  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  forbidding  all  com¬ 
pany  vessels  fr6m  bringing  any  goods  for  American 
settlers,  loaning  cattle  for  all  the  increase,  and 
making  the  poor  man  pay  for  the  cow  if  she  died 
even  by  the  course  o  f  nature;  taking  twen  ly  per  cent, 
discount  on  money  both  ways,  measuring  wheat  in 
a  three-peck  half  bushel  measure,  kicking  it,  and 
striking  it  with  a  club  to  boot,  and  then  paying 
but  sixty  cents  per  bushel;  holding  three  or  four 
claims  at  the  same  time,  and  building  cabins  on 
them  to  prevent  the  settlers;  refusing  to  grind  for 
the  settlers,  leaving  them  to  eat  boiled  wheat  or 
starve;  laboring  to  overthrow  all  their  projects  to 
build  a  mill  for  themselves,  and  doing  deeds  of  a 
kindred  nature,  as  is  proven  by  the  documents 
above.  And  now,  when  “Young  Oregon”  is 
struggling  “to  be  delivered  from  the  hands  of  for¬ 
eign  oppression,  and  the  chains  and  manacles  of 
British  power,”  the  sword  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company,  in  the  hand  of  its  leader,  this  same 
McLaughlin,  is  raised  to  take  off  the  head  of  the 
supplicant,  as  he  kneels  before  the  altar  of  his 
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country,  asking  for  protection  and  laws!!  The) 
-lamss  must  be  given,  and  for  what?  1  will  not 
say  whether  as  a  sure  guide  to  the  tomahawk  of 
'he  Indian,  or  as  a  precursor  to  death  by  combined 
and  grinding  oppression — I  leave  this  to  the  wit¬ 
nesses  who  have  already  spoken.  But  could  you 
read  in  the  records  of  Heaven  the  deeds  of  this 
power  in  Oregon,  while  you  would  admire  the 
consummate  skill  with  which  they  were  conducted, 
your  whole  moral  nature  would  be  shocked  by 
the  baseness  of  the  design,  and  the  means  for  their  i 
accomplishment.  Why,  sir,  while  I  speak,  their 
deeds  rise  up  before  me  like  the  returning  spirits 
of  former  years*  covered  all  over  with  blackness, 
co  excite  rny  indignation  and  fan  to  a  flame  that 
spark  of  American  Are,,  which  I  in  common  with 
my  countrymen  possess.  And  now,  while  the 
recollection  is  just  returning,  I  would  ask  Dr. 
McLaughlin  if  the  French  Catholic  priest,  Lang- 
1  elois,  was  not  rebuked  and  reprimanded  by  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  because  on  one  Fourth 
of  July,  I  believe,  he  presumed  to  unfurl  on  Amer¬ 
ican  soil,  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  over  his  own 
head  and  the  heads  of  his  confiding  flock  ?  Be¬ 
au  se  the  liberty-loving  heart  of  this  Frenchman, 
snuSing  the  inspirations  of  liberty  itself  from  the 
border  of  that  ocean  where  it  was  done,  wished, 
on  the  return  of  that  memorable  day,  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  that  magic  emblem  of  the 
world’s  liberty — because  he  would  cheer,  as  lie  did 
cheer — that  matchless  banner  which  had  been  raised 
•riumphantiy  on  the  fallen  pride  and  prowess  of 
'.heir  masters,  these  British  propagandists  pre¬ 
sumed  to  chastise  this  humble  priest  in  his  retire¬ 
ment!!  This,  sir,  I  received  from  the  priest  him¬ 
self,  and  it  is  no  secret  in  Oregon.  Would,  sir, 
that  my  voice  could  fall  on  the  ears  of  that  gal¬ 
lant  colony  whom  I  represent  here,  and  you  could 
hear  their  response  cheering  the  flag  thus  honored 
by  this  priest,  and  thus  struck  at  by  this  com¬ 
pany,  you  never  would  doubt  their  love  for  it,  or 
:keir  unwavering  determination  to  defend  it. 

But  now  let  us  return  to  a  little  more  public  sen- 
'iment  in  Oregon,  as  expressed  about  the  reserva¬ 
tion  of  the  Oregon  City  claim,  after  my  letter  to 
he  members  of  this  House  reached  Oregon.  I 
shall  give  the  following  extracts  without  regard  to 
their  order  or  dates.  A  gentleman  writing  under 
date  October  19,  1850,  says:  “  I  am  happy  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  you  are  losing  no  friends,  but  gain¬ 
ing  them  by  scores.  I  take  the  pains  to  feel  of  the 
people  about  this  matter.’’  Another,  under  date 
19th  October,  1850,  says:  “  I  feel  much  pleased 
with  your  judgment  in  maturing  the  land  bill.  *  * 
Keep  on  straight  forward  and  you  will  win.” 

Another,  under  date  of  October  4,  1850,  says: 


!  tior.  touching  the  Oregon  City  site.  You  know  that  I  am 
no  man-flatterer,  but  I  don't  know  when  1  hare  been  so 
anxious  to  give  a  public  document  its  deserved  rebuke  as  l 
do  that  same  letter.  There  is  scarcely  a  sentence  in  that 
letter  but  what  is  a  chosen  text  for  a  whole  chapter  for  that 
!  old  man's  •  Jesuitical '  character.  The  reason  I  have  not, 
and  cannot,  take  up  the  old  man  and  riddle  bis  character  to 
his  utter  consternation,  is  that  I  am  sick.  Let  me  assure 
you  that  the  old  Doctor  is  just  the  Jesuit  I  should  like  to 
hold  up  to  the  indignation  of  the  Americans  throughout  the 
Union.” 

Another,  under  date  of  October  7,  1850,  says: 

The  good  people  of  Oregon  esteem  you  highly  for  your 
faithfulness  in  their  behalf.  Yet,  there  are  a  few  aristocrats 
thatarp  not  pleased  at  anything  like  American  independence 
and  rights  of  freemen.  The  old  Doctor.  McLaughlin,  com¬ 
plains  heavily,  as  may  be  expected,  aided  by  Thornton  and 
others,  for  the  paltry  sum  of  a  few  dollars,  to  swindle  the 
|  Government  out  of  its  just  rights.  *  '  *  * 

i  «  *  *  That  site  should  be  reserved.”  ' 

I  And  this  man  is  of  seven  years  standing  in  Ore- 
:  gon;  went  through  with  the  first  wagon-copipany 
ever  crossing  the  plains,  and  has  been  an  eye  wit¬ 
ness  of  many  of  the  transactions  named  above. 
Another,  under  date  of  September  20, 1.850,  says: 

“The  people  of  this  Territory  are  much  pleased  with 
your  course  in  Congress,  except  Dr.  McLaughlin,”  & c.,&c. 

Another,  under  date  of  October  4th,  1850,  says: 

“  You  will  see  the  proceedings  of  the  McLaughlin  meet¬ 
ing,  at  Oregon  City,  published  in  the  Spectator,  but  f  do 
not  think  you  need  be  alarmed  at  the  demonstration.” 

Another  says: 

“  I  do  not  deem  it  amiss  to  inform  you  that  the  cours« 
you  have  pursued  at  Washington  is  almost  universally 
i  approved  by  your  constituents,”  &e. 

Another,  under  date  of  September  4,  1850,. says: 

“  Since  my  last  letter,  I  find  a  considerable  excitement 
has  arisen  at  Oregon  City-,  in  reference  to  the  McLaughlin 
claim,  the  pitibability  of  its  being  reserved  by  Government. 
If  you  should  hear  anything  about  it,  don’t  be  alarmed. 
Your  friends  are  not  in  Oregon  City,  nor  have  they  ever 
been.  The  bone  and  sinew  of  the  land  will  triumphantly 
ji  sustain  you  in  your  course  against  the  Hudson’s  Bav  Com¬ 
pany."' 

Another,  under  date  of  September  6th,  says: 

“Now,  sir,  without  flattery,  we  are  well  pleased  with 
your  course  in  Congress.  If  the  land  bill  passes  in  the 
shape  we  saw  it  last,  you  will  immortalize  your  name  in 
!  this  country.” 

Another,  under  date  of  August  31st,  says: 

‘•'Let  me  repeat  that  your  proceedings  thus  far  have  given 
the  highest  satisfaction  throughout  the  Territory.” 

Another, under  datQ  of  September  8,  1850,  says: 

j ;  All  the  British  in  this  country  are  howling  about  your 
letter  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  referenee  to 
John  McLaughlin's  claim.  But  let  them  howl.  The  Scrip¬ 
tures  inform  us  that  evil  men  and  seducers  shall  wax  worse 
Lj  and  worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived.” 

Another,  under  date  September  21,  1850,  says: 

“  I  will  add,  that  a  better  land  law,  in  my  humble  opin- 
|  ion,  could  not  be  framed,  for  the  good  of  the  country,  by 
li  the  art  of  man.” 


“  I  am  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  land  bill  passed  ; 
thd  House  in  the  shape  it  did,  reserving  the  McLausfnlin 
claim.  Your  course  wiil  be  sustained.  The  high-minded 
Americans  of  this  country  will  sustain  a  course  so  fraught 
with  American  feeling  and  American  virtue.  True-hearted 
Americans  cannot  fail  to  stand  by  a  man  who  stands  by 
them.  Before  you  receive  this  you  will  see  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  a  meeting  at  Oregon  City,  got  up  by  the  slanderer 
Wait,  and  the  infamous  Thornton.  Do  not  be  startled  at 
such  a  proceeding — it  is  the  last  agonizing  efforts  of  a  few  j 
miserable  miscreants,  who  are  dying  in  the  stench  of  their  ; 
own  infamy.” 

Another,  under  date  of  October  18,  1850,  says: 

“  I  glory  in  the  course  you  have  taken  in  reference  to  the  ' 
Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  for  they  have  tried  to  rob  me  al-  j 
ways,  but  the  Lord  has  been  on  my  sideband  has  not  suf¬ 
fered  them  to  do  it  altogether.” 

Another,  under  date  September  25,  1850,  says: 

“  There  has  latterly  appeared  in  the  Spectator  a  letter  of 
John  McLaughlin,  alias  J,  Q.  Thornton,  against  your  posi- 


Another,  under  date  August  29,  1850,  says: 

“  We  keep  talking  with  anxious  pleasure  of  your  good 
j  doings  in  our  behalf.  *  *  *  F  was  informed  that  the 
!  old  Doctor  rolled  on  the  floor  all  night,  with  a  bottle  of  Cay- 
!  enne  pepper  by  his  side.” 

Another,  under  date  September  3,  1850,  says: 

“Your  position  in  regard  to  the  Doctor’s  claim  will  ba 
:  sustained  by  the  people.  *  *  *  Your  appeal  *  *  * 

I  must  have  the  desired  effect  with  all  men  whose  hearts  arc 
!  in  the  right  place.  We  shall  look  anxiously  for  the  land 
bill  by  the  next  steamer,  and  when  it  comes  ire  shall  havs 
i  a  general  jubilee.” 

Under  date  September  20,  1850,  another  says: 

“  I  have  perused  Dr.  McLaughlin’s  letter  in  the  last  num- 
I  berofthe  ‘Spectator,’  and  it  seems  to  me  like  bis  dying 
|  effort,  although  «t  is  not  imperceptible  to  any  sound  reader 
that  Thornton  was  the  scribe  in  the  matter.  I  cannot  sec 
why  such  a  letter  should  be  offered  to  our  people,  as  it  is 
merely  a  statement,  &e.,  *  *  *  without  touching  upo* 
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Chose  unjust  treatments  he  had  shown  to  others  through 
Bugiish  hostility.” 

Here,  sir,  is  a  lot  holder  writing  to  me  before  he 
knew  that  the  Assembly  had  power  to  confirm  any 
lot  for  a  nominal  sum,  suggesting  that  the  honest 
lot  holders  ought  to  have  their  lots  confirmed: 

<£  But  it  has  just  struck  me  that  while  you  do  this,  do  it 
only  for  .American  citizens,  as  the  Doctor  might  transfer  to 
tile  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  for  the  purpose'of  evasion .” 

This,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  I  determined  to  place 
the  power  in  the  Assembly,  that  such  tricks  “  for 
the  purpose  of  evasion,'*5  might  be  rebuked,  wheth¬ 
er  those  Jesuitical  transfers  might  be  made  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  or  to  hired  pimps  pan¬ 
dering  to  the  corrupt  offers  of  moneyed  power. 

And  still  another,  writing  under  the  same  mis¬ 
take,  says: 

“  The  people  generally  would  be  glad  for  such  law  to  go 
into  effect  if  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  Oregon  City  could  be 
secured  in  their  titles.” 

That  this  was  the  original  intention  in  framing 
the  bill,  to  have  all  meritorious  lot-holders  made 
safe,  I  refer  to  Dr.  Fitch’s  letter  for  proof,  which 
I  have  previously  read. 

Another  man,  writing  under  date  August  10, 
1850,  speaking  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  the 
murderers  of  Dr.  Whitman,  and  a  large  number  | 
of  American  citizens,  which  murder  I  have  no 
more  doubt  was  instigated  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  than  1  doubt  my  existence,  says: 

“  This  is  the  second  death  and  disappointment  the  Hud¬ 
son’s  Bay  Company  have  received  in  this  country.  The 
fsrst  was  your  election.  A  most,  tremendous  struggle  was 
made  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  Indians.  When  the 
Doctor  found  the  Indians  must  be  hung  he  seemed  like  a 
madman,  swore  terribly,  cursed  Dr.  Whitman,  said  he  got 
just  what  he  deserved,”  &.c. 

Is  not  this  a  beautiful  picture?  A  hoary-headed 
British  propagandist  claiming  gifts  from  th  e  Amer¬ 
ican  Government  out  of  one  side  of  his  mouth, 
and  cursing  the  execution  of  American  law,  heap¬ 
ing  imprecations  upon  the  ashes  of  murdered 
American  citizens,  and  justifying  the  assassins, 
out  of  the  other  side!!  Yet,  sir,  (his  is  the  man 
before  whom  Thornton  and  Wait  bow  the  supple 
knee  and  worship.  Oh,  shame,  where  is  thy  j 
abiding  place!  1  must  be  permitted  so  far  to  vin-  j 
dicate  the  honor  of  my  Territory,  and  the  brave  j 
and  generous  people  who  inhabit  it,  to  assure  you  j 
that  the  star-spangled  banner  in  Oregon  waves 
over  but  o.  very  few  such  recreant  and  unworthy 
sons. 

Another,  writing  under  date  of  September  19, 
1850,  says: 

£<  1  have  watched  your  exertions  in  Congress  with  care, 
and  find  nothing  to  condemn,  but  everything  to  approve. 
The  Hudson’s  Bay  interests  are  making  all  sorts  of  charges, 
in  consequence  of  your  letters  to  the  members  of  Congress. 
You  will  probably  see  by  this  mail  that  Dr.  McLaughlin 
heads  the  troops  that  are  to  assail  you.  Fear  not;  .Ameri¬ 
can  citizens  live  in  Oregoi i.” 

Thank  God  for  it,  sir.  American  citizen ! 
What  a  flint  to  bring  fire  out  of  the  steel  of  the 
true-hearted  man ! 

Another,  under  date  of  September  4, 1850,  says: 

“  We  have  just  received  your  letter  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  In  regard  to  that,  part  of  it  which  refers  to  the  I 
‘Oregon  City  claim,’  it  meets  my  cordial  approbation. 

“  The  old  aristocrat,  McLaughlin,  is  here  at  present.  He,  j 
together  with  his  attorney,  Thornton,  is  exhausting  the  vo-  | 


cabulary  of  abuse  for  your  benefit.  Thornton,  I  am  told,, 
says  he  would  sooner  vote  for  the  devil  than  Thurston. 
You  have  nothing  to  fear  from  such  men  ;  and  I  hope  yo« 
will  maintain  your  position  with  firmness,  as  your  course 
meets  with  the  approbation  of  all,  except  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  clique,  and  their  satellites.  You  are  aware  that  the 
report  was  circulated  shortly  after  you  left  here  that  you 
had  received  a  fee  from  McLaughlin,  and  was  in  his  inter¬ 
est.  I  myself  believed  it  for  awhile.  But  I,  in  general  with 
the  people  of  Oregon,  am  now  convinced  that  you  are  de¬ 
termined  not  to.  sacrifice  our  interests  for  the  benefit  of  a 
man  who  has  already  accumulated  a  princely  fortune  at  the 
expense  of  the  good  people  of  this  Territory.  Why  should 
Congress  give  him  a  million  of  dollars  who  refused  to  aid; 
the  country  and  stood  aloof  during  that  £  time  which  tried 
men’s  souls,’  [meaning  the  Cayuse  war,]  while  there  are 
hundreds  of  good,  honest,  patriotic  soldiers  here  who  de¬ 
fended  the  country  during  the  Cayuse  war?” 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  close  my  extracts.  1 
could  read  you  similar  ones  for  hours,  all  tending 
to  the  same  point — that  the  people  of  Oregon  called 
for  the  same  thing  which  was  done  in  that  land 
bill-— the  reservation  of  the  Oregon  City  claim.  I 
have  quoted  to  show  that  my  course  is  approved 
so  far  as  that  is  concerned.'  I  have  reframed,  so 
ffaras  possible,  to  quote  from  these  letters,  show¬ 
ing  that  my  whole  course  here  meets  the  approval, 
warm  and  hearty  approval,  of  my  people.  I  ask 
no  more,  or  any  warmer  approbation  than  I  have 
received,  and  than  I  continue  to  receive  by  every 
mail.  The  authors  of  these  quotations  are,  all  fcf 
them,  men  above  suspicion,  men  widely  known 
all  over  the  country,  and  second  to  none  in  commu¬ 
nity  there.  They  are  scattered  over  the  whole 
Territory,  and  speak  the  sentiments  of  all  its  parts, 
which,  as  you  see,  harmonize  as  completely  as 
one  could  desire.  It  is  the  sentiment  of  that  people 
as  a  whole — a  sentiment  as  deeply  rooted  as  their 
forest  trees,  and  as  elevated  and  immovable  as  the 
perennially  snow-capped  mountains  around  them. 
Hence,  I  feel  authorized  to  say,  as  I  do  say,  here 
in  my  place,  that  the  two  resolutions  procured  to 
be  passed  at  Oregon  City,  on  the  19th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1850,  by  a  sum-total  of  not  exceeding  six 
votes  in  their  favor,  and  when  the  meeting  of 
twenty-four  men,  all  told,  as  I  have  undoubted  evi¬ 
dence,  had  measurably  dispersed,  by  tlie  two 
apostate  Americans — Thornton  and  Wait — togeth¬ 
er  with  the  letter  of  Dr.  McLaughlin,  circulated  in 
this  House,  and  the  prefatory  remarks  of  Thornton 
to  his  resolution,  are  a  libel  upon  the  sentiment  and 
character  of  Americanized  Oregon,  without  ap¬ 
proval  by  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  our  people;  a 
most  pitiable  pandering  to  foreign  influence  and 
foreign  money,  without  truth  on  their  side,  and  not 
entitled  to  the  decent  notice  of  this  House,  or  the 
high-minded  people  I  represent.  With  these  re¬ 
marks,  sir,  I  close,  turning  over  the  issue  to  that 
people  who  are  slandered  and  belied  by  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin’s  letter  and  these  puny  resolutions,  who 
will  handle  both  them  and  their  authors  with  gloves 
off,  and  consign  them  to  a  position  which  their 
deeds  merit.  And  I  will  assure  you  and  the  whole 
country,  that  whenever,  and  wherever,  and  by 
whomsoever,  my  people  are  attacked,  here  or  else¬ 
where,  openly  or  covertly,  in  the  basement  or  upon 
the  housetop,  at  midnight  or  at  noon-day,  no  con¬ 
sideration,  public,  private,  or  personal,  or  how- 
|  ever  momentous,  will  deter  me  from  coming  to  their 
rescue,  and  defending  them  with  a  determination 
worthy  of  thehiselves  and  their  virtue. 


Printed  at  the  Globe  Office,  Washington. 


